2019 BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION FORM:
Pastor identified as possessing the gifts for the office of

BISHOP OF THE LOWER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD

1. Name:

Kathleen J. Baker

2. Current Position:

Pastor

3. Congregational Membership:

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

4. Year of Birth (optional):

1972

5. Date and Year of Ordination:

June 9, 2000

6. Previous Positions:

11/10/2008 - 3/28/2011: Good Shepherd, Harrisburg, Synod
Administration
11/17/2006 - 11/9/2008: St. Peter, Middletown (Associate)
7/1/2000 - 11/10/2008: Messiah, Harrisburg

7. Education and Earned Degrees (with institutions and years, most recent first):
STM; 2010 Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia
M.Div; 2000 Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg
BFA; 1994 Indiana University of PA

8. List up to five (5) current or past Lower Susquehanna synodical or ELCA experiences that
would inform your service as bishop of this synod.
2000 - present: Lower Susquehanna Synod Mission Committee
2018: merger of Zion, Penbrook with Good Shepherd, Harrisburg
2000: present: various Lutheran Camping Corporation task forces
2016: Lutheran World Federation, Wittenberg Seminar
1994-1997: ELCA Churchwide Staff, Division for Higher Education and Schools

9. List up to five (5) current or past community-related experiences that would inform your
service as bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod.

2017-present: Family Promise, Harrisburg Capital Region Board of Directors
2016-present: Puppy Sitter Volunteer, Susquehanna Service Dogs
2008-present: Ecumenical Worship Services with St. Catherine Laboure Church
1998-1999: St. Barnabas Board of Directors

10. The document "A Bishop's Gifts for God's Mission" describes the leadership profile of a
bishop for our synod. How do you see yourself embodying these attributes? (400 word
maximum)
From rural to urban ministry, my experience in this synod is of bringing people together; living my
life with my husband and children as faithfully as we can; and speaking truth as I am able.

11. What do you see as the principal challenge to our synod in the next six (6) years and how
will you address it? (400 word maximum)
We know that current culture is changing at a rapid pace. Our principal challenge will be to maintain
our core beliefs, while being prayerful; diligent; and, flexible as we provide care to all of God's
people.

12. What is your principal priority for our synod and how will you approach it? (400 word
maximum)

Building relationships. From our local communities to our global partners, we need to be open to
where the Spirit is leading the whole church, and we need to be willing to engage with each other
to learn from one another on how to bring the message of God's reconciliation. Rooted in scripture
and worship, we will be faithful to our calling to do God's work.

Please submit the completed 2019 Biographical Information Form along with a photo online at:
www.lss-elca.org/synod-assembly/2019-synod-assembly-bio-submission-form/ or by emailing The
Rev. Thomas E. McKee (tmckee@lss-elca.org) within two weeks of the Spring Conference
Assembly. Forms will be posted publicly on the Lower Susquehanna Synod website (www.lsselca.org) beginning April 22, 2019.

