
Commemorating Juneteenth 
A Resource Flyer 

What Is Juneteenth? 

Juneteenth (short for “June Nineteenth”) marks the day when federal troops 

arrived in Galveston, Texas in 1865 to take control of the state and ensure that 

all enslaved people were freed. The troops’ arrival came a full two and a half 

years after the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, the presidential 

decree that ended slavery in the United States.  

 

In a time before television or the internet, people living in slavery had no way to 

find out that the Civil War and the practice of slavery in America ended. 

Juneteenth honors the end to slavery in the United States and is considered the 

longest-running African American holiday. 

 

What does a Juneteenth celebration look like? 

Also known as “Freedom Day”, “Jubilee Day”, and “Emancipation Day”, 

Juneteenth celebrations were first held in 1866 on the anniversary of Union 

(northern) troops arriving in Texas. Early celebrations were church-centered 

community gatherings featuring 

prayer, music, and plenty of 

food.  Traditional celebrations 

can also include reading the 

Emancipation Proclamation, 

singing “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing 

(the Black national anthem), 

historical plays or reenactments, 

reading empowering poems or 

essays by African-American 

writers, and even rodeos. 

 

Typical foods were cookout and southern favorites like fried chicken, collard 

greens, and potato salad, but it’s the barbecue with red sauce, red rice or rice 

and beans, red sausage, red velvet cake, and red fruit punch mark traditional 

Juneteenth fare. The color red is said to represent the blood shed throughout 

enslavement, and some say it traces back to parts of West Africa where red 

drinks marked special occasions and red is symbolic of spiritual power. 

 

How can we celebrate and honor Juneteenth? 

• Participate in synod and congregational celebrations of Juneteenth 

• Support or attend Juneteenth celebrations on-line or in our communities 

hosted by people of African descent  

http://www.history.com/topics/1900-galveston-hurricane
http://www.history.com/topics/us-states/texas
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/emancipation-proclamation
https://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/what-is-juneteenth


• Educate ourselves around the history and traditions of Juneteenth using 

books, videos, interactive activities, and church resources, centering 

materials curated by or created by persons of African descent 

• Uplift and support the arts and culture of African Americans by doing 

things like listening to gospel music and spirituals or looking at images of 

African descent quilt art and learning the stories and symbolism behind 

them and how they were used as everything from inspiration to the 

passage of secret codes during the time of American slavery 

• Act in cooperation with organizations led by and supporting African 

descent communities in the quest for continued freedom. National 

organizations like the N.A.A.C.P or a regional Crispus Attucks Center and 

others often have opportunities for advocacy and celebration, as does 

Lutheran Advocacy Ministries in PA/LAMPa or ELCA Advocacy in 

partnership with the African Descent Lutheran Association/A.D.L.A. 

• Host a fundraiser or donation drive to support ministries benefitting 

contemporary historical, education, or empowerment efforts benefitting 

African Americans. 

 

Juneteenth Celebration Resources! 

“Worship Resources for Juneteenth”: 

download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Juneteenth_observance_

0619.pdf 

 

“Juneteenth; Celebrating the Past While Looking Forward”: 

blogs.elca.org/advocacy/celebrating-juneteenth-remembering-the-past-

while-looking-forward/ 

 

“Juneteenth; We Will Breathe”: blogs.elca.org/youthgathering/juneteenth-we-

will-breathe/ 

 

“How to Talk to Children About Juneteenth”: www.pittwire.pitt.edu/news/how-

talk-children-about-juneteenth 

 

“Juneteenth for Kids; Resources for Black Voices”: 

www.localpassportfamily.com/2020/06/juneteenth-for-kids-resources-from-

black-voices.html 

 

“5 Meaningful Ways to Share Juneteenth with Kids”: www.romper.com/p/5-

meaningful-ways-to-share-juneteenths-significance-with-your-kids-22973283 
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