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TALKING POINTS FOR GATHERING PLANNING TEAMS 

 

OFFICIAL STATEMENT: 
 

After much prayer, conversation and tears, we have made the difficult decision to cancel the 2022 
Gathering, MYLE and the tAble due to the ongoing pandemic, the recent COVID-19 surge and public health 
considerations. 
  
We know there are thousands of young people who will not get to experience the Gathering, and our hearts 
break for them. This was not an easy decision, and we ask for your prayers and your grace. We understand the 
impact this decision will have on our youth, volunteers and planning teams, and we hope to return 
to Minneapolis for a future Gathering.  
 
Registered congregations can visit their registration accounts starting Monday, Feb. 7, to select their desired 
refund option. For more information and FAQs, please visit elca.org/Gathering.  
  
With God’s power at work in and through us, we can do far more than we dare ask or imagine! The ELCA is fully 
committed to supporting the young people of our church and to seeing that the ministry of the Gathering, 
MYLE and the tAble continue for years to come. With that assurance, we are turning our attention toward 2024 
for the next Gathering. Stay tuned to Gathering communications for a location announcement this summer. 
  
Grace and peace. 
 

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
If you are unable to answer a question, please direct the individual to reach out to the Gathering office by emailing 
gathering@elca.org. Please know that there will be a slight delay as we are experiencing an influx of emails and have 
limited staff.  

 
• Why is the Gathering canceled? 

Our planning teams felt like it was no longer a safe decision to move forward with an in-person event because 
of the ongoing pandemic and recent surges of COVID-19. With a unique event where participants are sharing 
hotel rooms with members not in their households, there was a great concern of the Gathering becoming a 
superspreader event. As people of faith, we feel like canceling was the best decision.  
 
Like everywhere in the country and in our churches, there were a variety of opinions expressed about the 
ability to host the Gathering safely. After much deliberation and prayer, leadership concluded it could not 
happen. Until the Omicron variant, many thought it still might be possible. This latest development in    
COVID-19 revealed its unpredictability. The only thing worse that canceling now would be doing so weeks or 
even days before the event. 
 

• Are MYLE and the tAble canceled? 
Yes, both the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and the tAble are canceled for 2022. 
 

http://elca.org/Gathering
mailto:gathering@elca.org
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• How do we request a refund? 
All registered congregations will be able to log into their registration accounts and request a refund starting 
Monday, Feb. 7. There will also be an option to donate a portion of your deposits to the ministry of the 
Gathering, MYLE and the tAble. All refunds will be made by direct deposit and will require account and routing 
numbers to be entered. Please log into your accounts before March 4.   

 
• I signed up for a Gathering bus tour at the Extravaganza, will I get my money back? 

Yes, a cash refund will be provided to those who come to the Registration Table in the Redwing Meeting Room 
by noon on Sunday, Feb. 13. Refunds not claimed by noon on Sunday will be donated to the ministry of the 
ELCA Youth Ministry Network.  
 

• Will there be a Gathering in 2024? 
Yes. The ELCA is deeply committed to the young people of our church and in providing a meaningful faith 
formation event in 2024 and beyond.  
 

• When is the 2024 Gathering? 
The 2024 Gathering will take place July 16-20, 2024, with the Multicultural Youth Leadership Event (MYLE) and 
the tAble taking place July 13-16, 2024.  Stay tuned to Gathering communications for a location 
announcement this summer. 
 

• Where will the 2024 Gathering take place? 
Stay tuned to Gathering communications for a location announcement this summer. 
 

• Why aren’t we just doing a virtual Gathering? 
Our team does not feel like we can provide a meaningful faith formation experience online at this time.  
 

• Will volunteers selected for 2022 automatically be in for 2024? 
Unfortunately, no. We invite those who are interested in serving in 2024 to stay connected to Gathering 
communications to learn when volunteer applications will open for the 2024 Gathering.  
 

• Will team members automatically be invited back to the 2024 Gathering planning cycle?  
Unfortunately, no. We invite those who are interested in serving in 2024 to stay connected to Gathering 
communications to learn when team applications will open for the 2024 Gathering.  
 

• Will there be opportunities to serve on 2024 planning teams? 
Yes, please stay tuned to Gathering communications for information on how to apply for a planning team for 
the 2024 Gathering.  
 

• Will the theme for 2024 still be “boundless: God beyond measure?” 
Since spring of 2019 when our team discerned the theme of boundless: God beyond measure, there have been 
significant world events — an ongoing global pandemic, a financial crisis, political unrest, civil rights and 
social movements, to name just a few. While we know that God’s boundless love will embrace us forever, we 
want to be open to discovering what theme will connect to our young people in 2024.  
 

• Will we return to Minneapolis?  
It is our hope and desire to return to Minneapolis in a future Gathering cycle. 
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• Is the Churchwide Assembly still moving forward? 

Yes, the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly is still planned for an in-person event from Aug. 8-12 in Columbus, 
Ohio.  This is a much smaller event where protocols can more easily be implemented. For more information 
about the Churchwide Assembly, please visit ELCA.org/ChurchwideAssembly.   
 

• Is the 2022 ELCA Youth Ministry Network’s Extravaganza still happening? 
Yes, the 2022 ELCA Youth Ministry Network’s Extravaganza is still taking place, both in-person in Minneapolis 
and online. This is a much smaller event, and all participants are adults, which makes implementing safety 
protocols much easier. We highly encourage you to still attend this phenomenal and enriching continuing 
education event. For more information about the Extravaganza or the Network, please visit ext22.org.   
 

• What happens to those who were never given an opportunity to attend a Gathering because it was postponed 
in 2021 and then canceled in 2022?  
We know that there are thousands of young people who did not get to experience the Gathering. It was not an 
easy decision to cancel, and our hearts break for these young people. We encourage young adults to connect 
with ELCA Young Adult Ministries to learn more about exciting opportunities such as Young Adults in Global 
Mission (YAGM), ABIDE small groups, and a new domestic fellowship program that is in the works. We also 
hope to have young adult opportunities at the 2024 Gathering and encourage them to apply to serve on 
planning teams. 
 

• What are other summer ministry programs that my group can participate in this summer? 
We strongly encourage you to connect with your local outdoor ministry site to explore God’s boundless 
creation with your young people. Many outdoor ministries are using our shared theme of boundless: God 
beyond measure. To learn more or find your closest outdoor ministry site, please visit lomnetwork.org/sites. 
 

• What leadership changes have happened?  
Early in 2022, the Gathering had several resignations due to concerns around COVID-19 and moving forward 
with an in-person event. These concerns and the recent surges in COVID-19 made us reevaluate the possibility 
and safety of gathering in-person during a pandemic. Additionally, Molly Beck Dean, who had served as 
program director for the Gathering since 2015, ended her service with the churchwide organization in 
January. An interim director has been called and will be announced at the 2022 ELCA Youth Ministry Network 
Extravaganza in Minneapolis.  
 

• Why did Molly Beck Dean’s service with the churchwide organization end? 
We cannot discuss personnel issues. We give thanks for Molly Beck Dean’s service to the churchwide 
organization since 2015. 
 

• Why was there a significant pause in registration leading up to this announcement? 
With any event of this magnitude, cancellation or postponing is a multilevel process. The Gathering was 
contracted with 90+ hotels, venues, transportation companies, local churches, vendors and team members. 
Each of these partners needed to be notified before a public announcement was made, according to our 
contracts. We understand the frustration and apologize for the delay. We ask for your grace and patience as 
we navigated this difficult task as quickly as possible with a two-person staff.  
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