
A Proposal for Collaborative Conference Day Camps 
A ministry partnership between the Lower Susquehanna Synod and  

the Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central PA 

 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod 

Office for Children, Youth & Family 

Ministry would like to accompany 

conferences who would be willing to 

collaborate and host a conference-

wide summer day camp. Each 

camp would last five days 

(weekdays) from approximately 9:00 

am–4:00 pm, with the option to 

spend one of the five days at one of 

our Lutheran camps. The day camp 

programming and leadership would 

be provided by staff from our 

Lutheran camps. Each conference would need to identify a ‘host’ congregation 

where the camp would be housed for the week. Participating congregations from 

the conference would be asked to provide volunteers and a daily lunch for 

participants, volunteers and staff. The synod office would help subsidize the cost for 

lunch meals. In addition, conferences would be asked to work together to identify a 

host family site to provide an evening meal and overnight lodging for the camp staff. 
 

Cost per camper: $155 
(This is about ¼ the cost of a week ‘at camp’ but with many of the same benefits of immersion in a caring 

Christian community and faith formation that children receive when attending residential camp for the week) 
 

For congregations looking to provide children and families with ongoing faith 

formation opportunities during the summer but who are faced with limited resources 

to provide traditional Sunday morning options, this would be a faithful and fun 

alternative. Congregations desiring to participate could help with scholarships for 

children who attend or offer to host an evening meal for the counselors who are 

staffing the day camp. FAQ’s appear on the back of this page. 
 

Collaborative partners include: 
Office for Children, Youth and Family provides:  

Up to $750 for lunches for the week, promotional 

materials, planning assistance.  

Conference(s) provides: 

A host congregation and volunteers, an evening 

meal and a host family/site to house counselors. 

Lutheran Camping Corporation provides: 

Camp staff and all daily programming. 



FAQ’s: 
1. What ages are eligible? 

Kindergarten through 5th graders. Pre-K will be 

considered, but students must be potty-trained. 

2. What’s a tentative schedule look like? 
A tentative day at day camp is similar to the schedule 

on the right.  

3. What about lunches? 
Participants could pack a lunch or volunteers could 

prepare a simple lunch. We strongly suggest sharing in 

a cross-generational lunch meal-time. The synod will offer up to $750 for the week for 12+ 

participants, to assist in offsetting the cost of lunches. 
We are willing to negotiate grants for lunches of day camps with 12 or less students. 

4. How can congregations who are not hosting, assist in the day camps? 
Participating congregations could provide volunteers to assist with daily check-in or lunch 

prep. They could identify a host family/site to house the camp counselors, or they could offer 

an evening meal one night of the week for the camp counselors staffing the day camp.  

5. Is it a requirement to spend one day of the week at camp? 
No. The entire week of programming could all happen at the host congregation. You could 

plan to visit either camp for a day, or there is also the possibility to offer day trips or field trips to 

places like the Wittel Farm Growing Project. However, you’d have to provide a van or 

transportation for the participants. 

6. Why do we need to provide a host-family/site and evening meal? 
This is to provide an evening meal and overnight lodging for the camp counselors. Separate 

families could provide a meal each evening or donate the money to pay for the evening 

meals for the camp staff. Our camps would prefer if the site/family hosting the overnight stay 

be able to accommodate all counselors, so they have time to plan for the next day. These do 

not have to be families from the hosting congregation, as this would be one way for 

congregations from the conference to collaborate on hospitality. There have been instances 

when the counselors have stayed at the congregation host site, when/if facilities warrant. 

7. Could the day camp be an alternative to VBS? 
While not a replacement for VBS, particularly in settings where a congregation may no longer 

have the human or financial resources to host traditional VBS, it is an alternate option. 

8. What weeks are available? 
Camp has limited counselor teams available, so scheduling with Lutheran Camping of Central 

PA for preferred weeks will happen on a first-come, first-served basis.  

 

St Matthew Lutheran in York, has hosted one of the day 

camps for about four summers and will act as the host site 

for children from any other York Conference churches 

interested in sending participants for the summer of 2026. 

The dates for the week are June 21-26. Contact Stephanie 

Johnson at sjohnson@stmatt.org, for more information. 

 
Any conference or congregation leaders interested in exploring a collaborative conference 

day camp, can contact Charlie Roberts, Assistant to the Bishop at croberts@lss-elca.org, or 

Kelsey Tomlinson, Nawakwa Director at ktomlinson@lutherancamping.org.  
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