ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH IN YORK PROVIDES SCHOLARSHIPS
The Beginning of a Perceived Need

St. Paul's has a long history of supporting the education of students from the Konde Diocese. The
scholarship program began in 2006 with the idea of providing educational opportunities to the
children of pastors, evangelists, and in some cases employees of the Konde Diocese.

The seeds of this program were planted by Pastor John Wenzke, who retired as St. Paul's senior
pastor in 2002, and were nourished by Rev. Stan Reep, the current pastor of St. Paul's since 2004.
In 1999 Pastor Wenzke and his wife Annabelle had travelled to Tanzania to explore the
challenges of the Konde ministry. It soon became clear that education was a major concern. At
the suggestion of Bishop Israel-Peter Mwakyolile, the Wenzkes again travelled to Konde Diocese
in 2004 to provide a program of continuing education for pastors and evangelists.

Pastor Njinga Advances Studies in US

Around this same time, Pastor Meshack Njinga from the Konde Diocese traveled to the US to
study at York College of Pennsylvania under a scholarship created by an endowment at St.
Paul's. Meshak studied business and finance for three semesters, completing his studies in
December of 2005. Meshack currently serves as the Treasurer of the Konde Diocese. During his
stay in the US, Meshack became a member of St. Paul's, and his involvement with that
community did much to nourish the relationship between the Konde Diocese, St. Paul's and the
Lower Susquehanna Synod. His relationship with his American Lutheran friends enhanced their
awareness of the critical need for secondary education in Tanzania and served as an inspiring
example of the importance of relationship building. As a result, discussions began at St. Paul's
concerning the establishment of a secondary school scholarship program for selected students
within the Konde Diocese. These discussions led to the program adopted by St. Paul's to assist
the families of pastors, evangelists and employees of the diocese in funding the cost of secondary
education for their children. (Typically,the cost for one year of secondary school is $750 - $800
per year, with the monthly income of pastors being about $900 per year.)

The Program is Implemented

St. Paul's scholarship program, begun in 2006, committed to providing tuition to 35 young men
and women who were selected in the first year of their secondary education. The students were
expected to maintain a high level of competence. From those original students, nine passed each
of their successive exams and graduated from secondary school in 2012. As a result these
students are now pursuing further studies on the college level or working in responsible positions
in the the church of private sector. St. Paul's was able to provide funds for the entire education of
those students throughout the completion of their secondary school years.

Medical Scholarship Supported for Omega Allen

One of the students who completed secondary education through St. Paul's scholarship program
was Omega Kenan Allen. Omega achieved outstanding scores on his national examinations, and



as a result is now enrolled in a three-year medical program in Tanzania. He has now completed
most of his first year of medical studies with outstanding proficiency. St. Paul committed to
support, in conjunction with the Konde Diocese, his advanced education through a special
scholarship fund, covering the annual cost of approximately $2100.00 per year.

If all goes well, Omega will graduate from medical school at the conclusion of the 2016-2017
academic year.

Omega Commits to Serve in Konde

In return for his scholarship support, Omega has contractually agreed to serve the
Konde Diocese in a medical capacity for five years following his graduation from
medical school. He will return to the Konde Diocese and work at Matema or Itete
hospitals and at other medical facilities within the diocese. He will undertake this work

in appreciation of the medical school scholarship funded by St. Paul's in conjunction
with the Konde Diocese.

Omega'’s future presence as a medical resource within Konde is invaluable. Presently,
there is only one licensed physician to provide medical services at the ltete and Matema
hospitals. Omega's willingness to serve his fellow citizens will truly be a blessing to the
families residing in the southern highlands region of Tanzania.

St. Paul's investment in both the support of scholarships as well as the important work
of relationship - building is truly an inspiration to all those seeking to advance the
companionships with the Konde Diocese and their partner congregations.

(Information compiled and contributed by Joe Moyer)



