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Editor’s Note:   Beginning with this issue, I have taken over the responsibility of publishing the Konde Partnership Newsletter. 
I hope to resume publication quarterly, but I will need help in gathering information about events and issues of concern to those who 
are involved with Konde companionships. I would be happy to receive articles about anything you feel would be of interest to this 
group. Please feel free to contact me by email with any questions or concerns. Thanks to Max King of Shiloh Lutheran for format-
ting this publication. 
 
Susan Uhler, Konde Committee 
susancuhler@gmail.com 
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LLS CONGREGATIONS RAISE FUNDS FOR COMPANIONS 
  
 Several congregations in the Lower Susquehanna Synod have organized creative ways in which to raise funds both for sending 

representatives to the Konde Diocese, and in support of their companion congregations. 
 

Zion Lutheran in Enola sponsored a Pork and Sauerkraut Benefit dinner on New Year’s Day, 
2013. About thirty volunteers peeled potatoes the day before, and prepared and served a total 
of 350 dinners, including both eat-in and takeout meals. Advertising for the event took place in 
the Pennysaver ( a local community 
paper) and on community calendars for 
radio and TV stations. Shown here are 
photos of the Amish buggy and the trac-
tor with trailer wagon that transported a 
large crowd of Amish to the dinner. 
They enjoyed ample portions of roast 

pork, sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, applesauce, rolls and butter, and desserts 
and drinks. Meals were priced at $10 per adult and $7 for children. The grand 
total raised was $3500, or $2700 net after expenses. 
Serving as hostess at the dinner was LeighAnn McQuate, a student at Mil-
lersville and active member of Zion’s congregation. LeighAnn’s mission trip to Tanzania in July will be underwritten in part by the 
proceeds from this event. 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran in York held its third annual Cookie Walk last 
December.  Publicity for this popular event begins to build as early as 
the preceding February. Parishoners were contacted with the fervor of 
a stewardship campaign seeking funds, the difference being that folks 
were asked to contribute warm cookies instead of cold cash. Initially, 
over 60 people promised to bake cookies. Then emails were sent to all 
members with available email addresses, soliciting their involvement. 
Finally, lest anyone escape the long arm of the Cookie Committee, all 
remaining uncommitted members were contacted by phone. 
  Set-up took place the day prior in the large gym, with cookies re-
ceived, arranged and covered on trays, and signs printed. Each person  
  (continued on page 2) 
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( LLS CONGREGATIONS continued from page 1) 

 

wishing to purchase cookies was provided with a plastic box which they could fill for a cost of 
$10 per box. 
 82 church members baked a total of 654 dozen cookies, The entire stash was sold out with-
in two hours! A total of $3000 was raised, with almost no expenses. The funds raised were 
matched by the Benevolence Committee, making the total amount collected $6000. The pro-
ceeds were sent to Mpuguso congregation to be used toward building a kindergarten. 
 

Shiloh Lutheran Church’s commitment to their companion, Agape parish in Mbeya, 
began when five members decided to make the journey to visit their Tanzanian brothers 
and sisters in 2011. Having learned that their companions were in the process of building 
a new church using handmade bricks, they formed a committee to plan a fundraiser to 
assist in the building.  They “sold” Lincoln 
Logs in various sizes to construct a model of 
the church, encouraging parishoners to con-
tribute to the completion of the building. By 
the time the group from Shiloh visited 
Agape in June, they were able to deliver 
$3600 to complete the church roof. 

 During 2012, Shiloh sponsored a three-part fundraiser with a goal of achieving 
$3000 for their companion congregation, Agape Parish in Mbeya. It was decided that the 
money raised would be committed to educating the children of Agape congregation. Phase one was called “Inching Toward Educa-
tion”. Small plastic rulers in the shape of African animals were sold, and progress was tracked by the display of a gauge on a large 
poster. $1465 was generated between January and April. 
 Phase Two took place in September and consisted of a Tanzanian style breakfast that was served following Sunday services. 
Congregants enjoyed a meal of scrambled eggs, tropical fruits, and pastries, and there was an auction of donated goods. This event 
raised $620.00. 
 Phase Three was a Cookie Walk modeled after St. Paul’s event, and held in December. Members of the congregation contributed 
home-baked cookies which were sold by the box. This effort raised $870.  
 Thrivent provided matching funds of $200 for each of the three events. All monies were dedicated to providing scholarships for 
children of the Agape parish. 

  AMANI COMPLETES HIS THESIS AT GETTYSBURG SEMINARY 

 

 Amani Mwaijande sucessfully defended his thesis on April 25, 2013 and will graduate  
with an STM degree from the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg on May 17th. 
Amani has been in Pennsylvania for one year and five months. The topic of his thesis is 
“Marriage and Reconciliation in Tanzania: Traditional Customs and Contemporary Christian 
Marriage”. His study focused on two perspectives on the traditional marriages of the 
Nyakyusa people, before and after the Christian faith was introduced to Tanzania. Tradi-
tionally,  marriage was regarded as a sacred bond between a man, a woman, and their 
God.  It was a strongly held belief that the ancestors were watching over the relationship 
and that the parties should not bring shame upon themselves or their families. Differences 
and problems in a marriage relationship were negotiated by the elders in the community, in 
an effort to maintain harmony in the family and keep the married partners together. The 
community at large took responsibility to support the family units.  It is Amani’s belief that 
the church community in Tanzania has failed to fill the gap created by the dilution of the 
traditional roles. He believes that pastors should be trained in counseling practices so they 
can provide both pre-marital and post-marital guidance to their parishioners. He feels it is 
important for the church community to partner with the tribal elders to support married 

couples and families. He believes that pastors should learn the skills necessary to guide families to respect the dignity of their rela-
tionship and the importance of forgiveness. 
 When he returns to the Konde Diocese in May, Amani will continue to teach at the Southern Highlands University College in 
Mbeya, including Religious Studies, Counseling, and Ethics. 
 Amani missed his family while studying in Gettysburg, but through the wonders of technology was able to communicate fre-
quently with his wife and son via Skype. He found the most challenging aspects of his time here to be the climate (snow and ice 
were new to him), the food, and the language.  After having an allergic reaction to pizza, he was forced to give up the favored 
food of most American college students, and was advised by a doctor to avoid cheese altogether. Although his English is excellent, 
he says that he found that American English had many differences in intonation and vocabulary from the British English that he 
had learned. Cultural differences between the two countries were most striking in terms of the individualism common to Ameri-
cans and the strong community and social bonds of Tanzanians. Amani says he is excited to return home, and especially to be reu-
nited with his family and friends. 



Page 3 

TECH4TANZANIA 
 
 Pastor Amani Mwaijande arrived from the Konde Diocese to study at Gettysburg Seminary in late January 2012.  Since 
I was born and raised in a foreign country myself and know what it is like to be far away from home and homesick, my 

husband Randy and I have made it part of our lives to welcome the visiting pastor into our family. We did that with pastor Kumbuka 
Mwasanguti and we did so with Pastor Amani.   My congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Enola also is very welcoming and gen-
erous and got into the act of making pastor Amani feel at home.  Their welcome gift to pastor Amani was a brand-new laptop for 
study and, of equal importance, contact with home.  Pastor Amani was thrilled and began telling us the story of how the little Mbeya’s 
Teacher’s College (where he had served as chaplain until his arrival in the US) was slated to become Southern Highlands University 
College (SHUCo), an accredited bachelor degree granting school.   It had been a dream of the Konde Diocese to do this; however 
what kept it from becoming reality was the lack of computers and IT equipment.  After Pastor Amani told us this story more than once 
(more than three times, maybe even four!), I began to wonder whether there was something we could do about this.  My congregation 
was ready for a new challenge, and my husband and I are not afraid to raise funds for worthy projects.  We figured that it would be 
“no big deal” to raise the money for maybe ten computers. 
 
 It was a big deal!  A really big deal, because after repeated contact with the provost, Dr. Gwamaka Mwankenja at the school, we 
learned that the college needed 100 computers to make the whole enterprise work and we also learned that a computer costs about 
$1,000 in Tanzania.  We weren’t sure that we could tackle this now “big deal” but we took a deep breath and decided that we would 
take it as far as we could.  On the weekend after Easter we hosted a party at our house and invited anybody who would come to brain-
storm about what to do.  Friends, people from a several Lutheran congregations and even folks from Gettysburg seminary came to add 
their ideas.  At the end of the evening we had decided that we would explore anything and everything from new ways to do fundrais-
ing, grant writing and possible events to raise about $75,000 over two years. 
 
 The following Monday a miracle happened. Husband Randy is a regular volunteer at Computer Ministry in Mechanicsburg. They 
recycle computers and are a certified Microsoft rebuilder.   Randy’s task post-party was to solicit their expertise for our project and 
when he was done telling the story, the folks at Computer Ministry offered him the 100 computers right there on the spot for $6 a 
piece. Really! That day! It changed everything.  We went from being fundraisers and grant writers to shippers, from $75,000 to what-
ever it would take to get the computers from here to there.  Tech4tanzania was born (a moniker our daughter-in-law put together). 
 
 All in all, it took about $8,000, several hundred phone calls and e-mails, and my husband’s trip to Mbeya (on our own dime) to get 
the computers from Mechanicsburg to Tanzania for the start of the semester.  We made it in time and it helped a lot to have a tena-
cious husband who was willing to call Lutheran World Relief, the Mennonite Central Committee and beyond to find a shipper for 
NGOs that are reasonably priced.  Randy also organized all the paperwork necessary for customs declarations, dealt with the import-
ing agency in Tanzania, visited many churches in the area to tell the story and raise money, and worked with Computer Ministry and 
Mission Central to get everything ready.  It became his full-time vocation for a while, especially when he travelled to Mbeya to make 
sure that the computers would be more than fancy paperweights. 
 
 My congregation served as the fiduciary, received all donations and disbursed 
funds. People who heard about the project started giving us things, especially colle-
giate library books that Bishop Mwakyolile requested during his visit at our synod 
assembly.  Computer businesses in the area donated lots of extra things such as ca-
bling, cd drives and items that help an IT department get off the ground.  And it 
seemed that every other day emails arrived from Tanzania with lists of things that 
were needed.  We did our best to find them all, even a treadle sewing machine for a 

friend in Mbeya.  We actually 
sent two. 
 The container left the dock on 
July 11, 2012, fully loaded with 
computers and everything else 
including over a thousand school 
kits donated by UMCOR (the 
United Methodist World Relief  
Organization) and it arrived  
without a hitch for the start of the  
semester at SHUCo in September.  
 It had only been three months since  
that first meeting the week post-Easter.   
 Today, the college has a wonderful computer lab, is accredited and is enrolling 
lots of students.  
 
                (continued on page 4) 

 Cargo being unloaded in Africa. 

Transport trucks being loaded in  
Mechanicsburg. 
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(TECH4TANZANIA continued from page 3) 
 
 All of us were startled last year by the speed with which this whole pro-
ject came together.  We are not startled, however, by what is happening right 
now in 2013.  Bishop Mwakyolile made my little Lutheran congregation the 
“official” partner of SHUCo and everyone knows that that means more work 
for the hands of God (with joy, of course).  Our second container will ship 
out of Mechanicsburg on June 4.  Like last year, we are sending 100 comput-
ers to the college and an additional ten to Manow Junior Seminary (per re-
quest).  The college computers will be used to teach an IT Bachelor track 
which is new at the college.  Also, we have been and are collecting hundreds 
upon hundreds of collegiate and high school textbooks, the bulk of  which 
are collegiate nursing texts.  The latter are incredibly expensive textbooks in 
the US and they are sorely needed for SHUCo to move towards expanding 
their curriculum offerings.  We are gathering medical equipment and sup-
plies for the same and are in conversation with Project C.U.R.E which fur-
nishes hospitals across the globe, as well as with Holy Spirit Hospital in 
Camp Hill who might be willing to let us have some things.  We are sending 
another batch of sewing machines for vocational training, and, would you believe it, the container will carefully transport a church 
organ for the cathedral in Tukuyu. 
 
 What has delighted me the most in this past year and brought great joy to our hearts is that tech4tanzania has grown into quite an 
ecumenical group of volunteers with Christians from many denominations working together to help a small Lutheran College half-
way around the world get on its feet.  Faithful Lutherans are spreading the word.  Good friends at Slate Mennonite Church, Mechan-
icsburg, have been of immense assistance with the future nursing program and are in conversation with the folks at SHUCo. Slate 
Hill members have also paved the way for us with Messiah College (Bethren in Christ) whose library is doing a book drive for us.  
Holy Spirit Hospital is Roman Catholic, as is the high school in Maryland collecting math books.  Mission Central (without whom 
we would be lost) is United Methodist, as was the founder of Computer Ministry.  A member of Slate Hill Mennonite Church is so 
supportive of what is happening at SHUCo that he is travelling to Tanzania in July to help the IT department with servers and com-
puter languages.  And that is just the beginning.  God must have something in mind for this corner of the Konde Diocese and I am 
thankful to see it unfold. 
 
 If you want to know more, want to contribute or talk to us, you may do so by contacting me, Anne Reeves at 717-697-9675, or 
pastoranne@gmail.com, or tech4tanzania@yahoo.com.  You may also check out our blog tech4tanzania.org. 
 
Blesssings, 
Anne Reeves 
Pastor 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Enola PA 

Students at SHUCo enjoying their new computer Lab. 


