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WE RESPOND 
DYNAMICALLY TO A
WORLD OF CHANGE.
Nothing speaks more to the

Lower Susquehanna Synod’s
contemporaneous role in today’s
world than our five Justice Ministries,
which have grown out of our justice
outreach missional efforts.
Through these safety and justice

ministries, we seek to accompany people and
communities that have been marginalized by society,
including:

LGBTQIA+ MINISTRY

JUSTICE OUTREACH INITIATIVES

DISABILITIES MINISTRY

IMMIGRATION MINISTRY

HOMELESSNESS INITIATIVES

HUNGER INITIATIVES

REACH OUT. 
WE’RE HERE.

The Lower Susquehanna Synod offers a wealth of 
online resources for individuals, congregations and
rostered ministers to support their callings
as they seek to journey with Christ. 
Scan now to visit our website or go to

www.lss-elca.org
Please visit bit.ly/StaffLSS to contact one of our

officers, executive staff members or support staff. An
email link, photo/video and brief bio are provided.
We’re here to help.
You are welcome to call us at: 717-652-1852

OUR LOGO IS THE DIVERSITY TREE. Shaped
like a heart, it’s a tree with many different leaves

(representing diverse members of a community) fed by 
a sturdy trunk and the cross of Christ (representing our
understanding of the word of God). The tree is nourished
below by the water of our baptism—water that can also
be understood as the Susquehanna River.

KEEP UP TO DATE ON SYNOD NEWS AND EVENTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA. FOLLOW US ON

THERE IS
A PLACE FOR
YOU HERE.

THIS IS CHRIST’S CHURCH.
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WHAT IS A SYNOD, ANYWAY?
Although “synod” comes from the Greek word for

“assembly” or “meeting,” we’re not a congregation per se.
Rather, the Lower Susquehanna Synod is a governing
and administrative organization comprising 226
Lutheran congregations with more than 75,000 baptized
members throughout Central Pennsylvania. 
Specifically, we serve Lutherans in

Adams, Cumberland,Dauphin, Fulton,
Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon,
Perry and York counties. We
cover a lot of ground. 
A synod—led by a bishop and guided by pastors

and elected lay officers and a council—is itself part of
an even larger organization. We’re one of
65 synods within the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA). It’s one of the
largest Christian denominations in the
United States, with nearly 3.3 million

members in more than 8,900 worshiping communities
throughout the 50 states and in the Caribbean region.

OUR MISSION FULFILLS DIVERSE 
AND EVOLVING NEEDS.

Organizationally and strategically, the Lower Susque-
hanna Synod identifies, trains and equips pastors and
deacons; encourages collaboration, cooperation and
relationships throughout the church; and helps members
grow their mission and ministry with resources and
financial support.

We are guided by a six-fold mission that embraces:

DEVELOPING LEADERS.
We share responsibility in 
accompanying individuals to
faithfully focus on our collec-
tive relationships with God and
the world around us; offer 
access to continuing training
for church leaders; and
respond with ministry oppor-
tunities and educational development to those with
an inner call to serve as pastors and deacons.

FOSTERING SPIRITUAL WELLNESS.We encourage
individuals and congregations to discover
deeper connections with Jesus Christ, find
renewed inspiration and purpose in the Cross,
and become faithful disciples of Christ.

STRIVING FOR AUTHENTIC INTERACTION. By
reaching out into our communities in ways that
align with our Christian values, we seek to promote

Gospel-centered
hospitality
and encourage 
loving, Christian
relationships.
Practicing what
we preach, in
other words.

IN THE LOWER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA, WE FEED THE
HUNGRY AS WE HAVE BEEN FED BY CHRIST. IN 2016, OUR SYNOD BECAME A RECONCILING IN CHRIST SYNOD. WE WELCOME WITH FULL 

PARTICIPATION AND INCLUSION ALL WHO ARE SEEKING GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE. WE WELCOME ALL BECAUSE GOD WELCOMES ALL, REGARDLESS OF RACE OR

CULTURE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY, OR RELATIONSHIP STATUS. WE WELCOME ALL WITHOUT REGARD TO ADDICTIONS, PHYSICAL OR MENTAL

HEALTH, IMPRISONMENT, SOCIO-ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES OR ANYTHING THAT TOO OFTEN DIVIDES US. OUR UNITY IS IN JESUS CHRIST.

CARING FOR CONGREGATIONS.We help churches
more fully participate in the mission of Christ’s church
and connect more deeply with the communities and
individuals they serve.

GROWING JUSTICE OUTREACH INITIATIVES.We
are committed to caring for all people regardless 
of race, color, gender, sexual orientation, cultural
differences, or socio-economic status. We strive to
speak on behalf of all God’s children and seek justice
for all. No exceptions. Our differences are 
our strength.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS AROUND 
THE WORLD. We work zealously 
to end poverty, hunger and food 
insecurity, fight disease,
strengthen communities,
and spread the word of the 
Gospel. In fact, our strength 
locally is bolstered by 
a global reach that 
seeks to transform
lives through a 
shared faith in 
God’s love.

Pastor Jim Goodyear (above) speaks to the congregation, young people express the meaning of “God’s Work, Our Hands,” and kids from 
the Konde Diocese, Tanzania, smile for the camera.” 
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