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LOWER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD COUNCIL 

May 15, 2025 

via Zoom 

 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod Council met for its regular meeting on Thursday, May 15, 2025, via 

Zoom.  

 

Vice President Jennifer R. Lau called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

DEVOTIONS 

Devotions were led by Sue McCleaf Nespeca.  She read Isaiah 41:10 and reflected on a message from 

Pope Leo XIV where he proclaimed the church welcomes all.  She prayed the Prayer of St. Francis of 

Assisi. 

  

ROLL CALL           

Members present: Bishop James S. Dunlop  Jennifer R. Lau 

   Joseph M. Stepansky   Debra K. Barrett 

Chuck Bissell    Pr. Molly K. Haggerty    

Pr. Angela F.S. Hammer  Jade Lesisko 

Sue McCleaf Nespeca   Rachel Norris  

Andrea Lindgren Oslikova  Pr. George B. Scott    

Pr. Susan E Scott   Pr. Ben W. Siebert    

Dr. Christopher J. Suehr   Randall D. Tyson    

Evan P. Williams 

     

 

Secretary to the Synod Council present:   Cynthia B. Kelbaugh 

 

Staff present: Pr. Dana Blouch-Hanson, Pr. Carla Christopher, Pr. Richard E.T. Jorgensen Jr., 

Charles R. Roberts III, Deacon Marsha L. Roscoe, Deborah M. Clark  

    

Liaisons present: Deacon April E. Trout, Peggi Norman 

 

Members excused: Lisa Dubay, Danielle Erdley  

   

Staff excused:  Pr. Elizabeth G. Martini 

  

Members absent: Jonah S. Kroft 

    

CONSENT AGENDA 

Vice President Lau introduced the Consent Agenda. She asked the council members if there was anything 

they wanted to remove from the Consent Agenda for further consideration. Bishop Dunlop asked that 

there be an amendment to the April 12, 2025, minutes.  This discussion will be held following approval of 

the rest of the Consent Agenda. 

 

Evan P. Williams moved, with second by Chuck Bissell:  

 

ADOPTED: That the Consent Agenda be adopted: 

SC25.05.33.a That the Synod Council appoint to the Audit Committee Edward Straley for a first 

three-year term, expiring 2028. 
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SC25.05.33.b That the Synod Council appoint to the LSS Mission Fund Committee Kim 

Paternoster for a first three-year term, expiring 2028. 

 

SC25.05.33.c That the Synod Council grant on leave from call status to the Rev. Michael L. 

Yesenko, effective May 1, 2025, until May 1, 2026. 

 

SC25.05.33.d That the Synod Council continue on leave from call status to the Rev. James Scott 

Anderson, effective June 5, 2025, until June 5, 2026; and Deacon Valerie A.L. 

Hughes, effective June 19, 2025, until June 19, 2026. 

 

SC25.05.33.e That the Synod Council approve the retirement requests of the Rev. Karen E. 

Larson, effective June 8, 2025; the Rev. Dennis E. Beaver, effective August 18, 2025; 

and the Rev. James S. Dunlop, effective August 31, 2025. 

    

There was no discussion, and the motion carried. 

 

Bishop Dunlop moved to amend the April 12, 2025, minutes.  The amendment to the minutes on page 8 

should read, “The bishop excused himself from the Executive Session as Synod Officer.”  Sue McCleaf 

Nespeca seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

 

ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.34. That the amended minutes of the April 12, 2025, Synod Council meeting be adopted. 

 

There was no discussion, and the motion carried. 

 

MOTIONS FOR SYNOD COUNCIL ADOPTION 

Bishop Dunlop moved, with second by Evan Williams: 

 

ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.35. That the Synod Council call Deacon Kristen Marie Barnes, as hospice chaplain for 

Amedisys Hospice Care, Harrisburg, without conditions of term, effective April 4, 

2024. 

 

Bishop Dunlop shared that Deacon Barnes received her chaplaincy certification last April, and this action 

extends the call without conditions of term. There was no further discussion, and the motion carried. 

 

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Chuck Bissell: 

 

ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.36. That the Synod Council call the Rev. Timothy J. Seitz-Brown, as pastor and mission 

redeveloper for Zion Lutheran Church, Landisville, under the terms of synod 

administration for an additional four-year term call, effective June 20, 2025, until 

June 19, 2029. 

 

Bishop Dunlop noted that Rev. Seitz-Brown is already serving this congregation, and this action will 

approve him in this call for an additional four years.  There was no further discussion, and the motion 

carried. 

 

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Pastor Molly Haggerty: 
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ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.37. That the Synod Council call the Rev. E. Robert Burkhart, as intentional interim 

pastor for Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, York, effective January 1, 2025, until June 

30, 2025. 

 

Bishop Dunlop noted that this is an extension to the intentional interim contract.  He noted that Mt. Zion 

may call a pastor in the near future. There was no further discussion, and the motion carried. 

 

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Evan Williams: 

 

ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.38. That the Synod Council dissolve Communities of Hope (Synod Authorized 

Worshiping Community), effective April 30, 2025. 

 

This originally was a vibrant and active worshiping community.  They lost their energy and ceased to 

exist.   Legally, Synod Council must take action to close it. There was no further discussion, and the 

motion carried. 

 

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Chuck Bissell: 

 

ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.39. That the Synod Council affirm the decision of St. Paul Lutheran Church (Sand 

Hill), Hummelstown to merge into Zion Lutheran Church, Hummelstown, effective 

May 31, 2025. 

 

Bishop Dunlop noted that St. Paul Sand Hill was in a period of decline.  They sold their building to a 

Presbyterian congregation and of the proceeds, $70,000 was shared with the LSS Mission Fund and 

$20,000 was shared directly with Lutheran World Relief. 

 

On behalf of Audit Committee, Joe Stepansky moved: 

 

ADOPTED: 

SC25.05.40. That the Synod Council ratify the acceptance of the FY2024-2025 Audited Financial 

Statements. 

 

Bishop Dunlop expressed gratitude to Treasurer Stepansky and the staff in the Office of the Treasurer. It 

was noted that the synod received an unqualified opinion. 

 

CALL OF THE BISHOP 

Vice President Lau reminded Synod Council that the profiles of those pre-identified are available to be 

viewed on the synod website and will come down at midnight on May 29, 2025.  She urged us to convey 

this information to our congregation voting members.  She stated that lay Synod Council members should 

be on the lookout for assignments as moderators, ushers and communion assistants at assembly.   

 

Bishop Dunlop reported that he sent letters to all who were pre-identified thanking them for their 

willingness to serve if elected.  He reiterated the processes that will be followed Friday and Saturday and 

shared a list of important dates for the new bishop to add to their schedule when elected.  He included in 

his letter an offer to speak with those in discernment. 

 

A question was raised about where the meeting will be held as space was tight in the nave last year.  

Meetings will be held in the auditorium and fellowship hall.  Charlie stated that 200 of the chairs are 
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padded and will be placed in the front of the seating area.  We will be using the entire church building for 

meetings, worship and meals during the assembly.   

 

Vice President Lau informed Synod Council that rehearsal for worship will be at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, 

June 5, 2025. 

 

REPORT OF THE BISHOP 

Bishop Dunlop submitted a written report.  In addition to his written report, Bishop Dunlop noted that he, 

Pr. Dana Blouch-Hanson and Pr. Beth Martini are working to develop a process for synod authorized lay 

ministers in congregations.  Training will be at ULS from this fall to spring, 2026.  The lay ministers will 

have a mentor pastor and will serve a specific congregation.  A question was raised how lay ministers will 

be authorized.  Bishop Dunlop stated that they will be reviewed by a committee, but not the Candidacy 

Committee.  They will be serving only as ministers of the word, not word and sacrament or word and 

service.  He stated that his hope is this training may lead a lay minister to discern a call to ordination. 

 

Bishop Dunlop articulated that this is his last Synod Council meeting.  He expressed that it has been a joy 

to serve and thanked Synod Council members.  He is very grateful for their work over these last years.   

 

Deacon Trout stated that Konde Diocese is aware that we are calling a new bishop and hopes and prays 

for the same support from the new bishop. 

 

REPORT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Vice President Jennifer R. Lau submitted a written report.  She reminded Synod Council that they will 

have a designated seating area at assembly and that the reorganizational meeting will occur immediately 

following close of assembly.  She asked that council members remind voting members that they will need 

to have a smart phone, tablet or computer, and that they will need to download Guidebook.  She also 

reported that ELCA Church Council adopted a continuing resolution establishing the Association of 

Synod Vice Presidents.   

 

Vice President Lau initiated the Exit Interview for Synod Bishops with Synod Councils.  Conversation 

ensued. 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

Treasurer Joseph M. Stepansky submitted a written report. He noted that the Legacy Fund balance has 

recovered and is $2,380,000.  He also noted that it is $74,000 less than one year ago.  He explained that as 

of the end of April, we have a $80,000 surplus; but, to date that there have not been many expenses.    

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY (vacant) 

There was no report. 

 

REPORTS OF THE SYNOD COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

The Executive Committee provided draft minutes of its April 29, 2025, meeting.  

The Assembly Planning Committee provided draft minutes from its April 9, 2025, meeting.  Andrea 

Lindgren Oslikova, chairperson of Assembly Planning Committee, stated the recommendation of 8 ushers 

during worship but asked that we have 10 ushers. 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS OF THE AUXILIARY LIAISONS 
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LSS Liaison to the Lower Susquehanna Synod Women’s Organization of WELCA – Peggi Norman 

reported that plans are being made for their convention in August, 2025, when they will elect a new 

president as her last and final term concludes.   

 

LSS Liaison to the Konde Diocese – A written report was submitted.  Deacon Trout stated that she is 

returning to the synod and made a plea to anyone who knows anyone who has access to a car that she 

could drive while here. 

 

REPORTS OF EXECUTIVE AND PROGRAM STAFF 

Pastor Dana Blouch-Hanson provided a written report. 

 

Pastor Carla Christopher provided a written report.  She called to the council’s attention that during Pride 

Month, there will be a retreat day open to rostered and lay congregation leaders. 
 

Pastor Beth Martini provided a written report. 

 

Deacon Marsha Roscoe provided a written report.  She stated that there was a request from the Committee 

of Reference and Counsel that resolutions that come to the floor at Synod Assembly be referred to Synod 

Council for action at a later time. 

 

Charlie Roberts provided a written report.  

 

REPORTS SOF COMMITTEES FOR THE MINISTERIUM AND MISSION: 

Audit Committee submitted minutes from their April 17, 2025, meeting and FY2024-25 Financial 

Statements. 

The Committee on Memorials submitted minutes from their April 10, 2025, meeting; draft minutes from 

their May 1, 2025, meeting; and four memorials presented for assembly action. 

Committee of Reference and Counsel submitted draft minutes of their May 12, 2025, meeting.  Four 

resolutions will be presented to the assembly. 

Conference of Deans submitted draft minutes of their May 12, 2025, meeting. 

  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

There was no unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business. 

 

Vice President Lau moved to Executive Session for approval of the minutes of the April 12, 2025, 

meeting.  Bishop Dunlop excused himself from this meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cynthia B. Kelbaugh 

Secretary to the Synod Council 

 


