LOWER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD, ELCA
SYNOD COUNCIL
June 7, 2025

The Lower Susquehanna Synod Council met for its reorganizational meeting on Saturday, June 7, 2025.
Vice President Jennifer R. Lau called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Vice President Lau welcomed new members.

ROLL CALL
Members present: Bishop James S. Dunlop Bishop-elect, The Rev. Stephen R. Herr
Jennifer R. Lau Cynthia B. Kelbaugh
Joseph M. Stepansky Chuck Bissell
Lisa M. Dubay The Rev. Dr. Karen J. Durbin
Danielle R. Erdley Elizabeth “Beth” A. Ford
The Rev. Molly K. Haggerty The Rev. Angela F.S. Hammer
Jade Lesisko Sue McCleaf Nespeca
Rachel Norris Andrea L. Oslikova
The Rev. George B. Scott The Rev. Susan E. Scott
The Rev. Dr. Christopher J. Suehr Koen Thomas
Randall D. Tyson Evan P. Williams
Staff present: The Rev. Dana J. Blouch-Hanson, Deborah M. Clark, and the Rev. Elizabeth G.
Martini
INTRODUCTIONS

Vice President Jennifer Lau invited members to introduce themselves.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Jennifer R. Lau, vice president, appointed Debbie Clark and the Rev. Dana Blouch-Hanson as tellers. The
election was conducted by use of paper ballots. Jen reviewed the responsibilities of the Executive
Committee and indicated that in general, all non-officer members of the Synod Council are eligible to be
elected to the Executive Committee. All members of the Synod Council were instructed to vote for up to
three Synod Council members for election to the Executive Committee. The top six names that appeared
on the second ballot, including ties, are: Andrea Oslikova, the Rev. Molly Haggerty, the Rev. Angela F.S
Hammer, the Rev. Christopher Suehr, Lisa Dubay, and Danielle Erdley. The results of that ballot were the
election of Andrea Oslikova, the Rev. Christopher Suehr, and the Rev. Molly Haggerty as the at-large
members of the Executive Committee.

Of those three, one was to be elected as the vice chair. The vice chair is responsible for devotions at the
Executive Committee meetings and for chairing those meetings and the meetings of the Synod Council in
the absence of the vice president.

The Rev. Dr. Christopher J. Suehr was elected as vice chair of the Synod Council Executive Committee.

MOTIONS FOR SYNOD COUNCIL ADOPTION
Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Evan Williams:
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ADOPTED:

SC25.06.41. By virtue of the action of the 2025 Synod Assembly of the Lower Susquehanna
Synod, that the Synod Council call the Rev. Stephen R. Herr to the office of bishop
of the Lower Susquehanna Synod for a six-year term, effective September 1, 2025,
and expiring August 31, 2031.

There was no discussion, and the motion carried.
Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rev. Molly Haggerty:

ADOPTED:
SC25.06.42.  That the Synod Council accept with regret the resignation of Fay I. Nichols from the
Committee on Discipline.

Bishop Dunlop commented that Fay cannot continue to serve because she transferred her membership to a
congregation in another synod. There was no further discussion, and the motion carried.

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rachel Norris:

ADOPTED:
SC25.06.43. That the Synod Council elect Michael Hartman to fill the vacant seat on the
Committee of Discipline until the 2029 Synod Assembly.

Bishop Dunlop commented that if the runner-up in the election held during the 2025 Synod Assembly is
willing to serve, that person could be appointed by Synod Council to fill the vacant position. There was
no further discussion, and the motion carried.

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Chuck Bissell:

ADOPTED:
SC25.06.44. That the Synod Council grant on leave from call status to the Rev. Sarah E.
Teichmann, effective May 31, 2025, until May 31, 2026.

Bishop Dunlop noted that Sarah had been called to an organization, and has felt the call to return to parish
ministry. She has not received a call. Therefore, Synod Council grants On-Leave-From-Call status for
one year. Ifshe does not receive a call, this status can be renewed by Synod Council. There was no
further discussion, and the motion carried.

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rev. Chris Suehr:

ADOPTED:

SC25.06.45. That the Synod Council grant on leave from call status to Deacon Kristin Ann
Vought, effective June 5, 2025, until June 5, 2026.

Bishop Dunlop noted that she has resigned from her position at WellSpan and has not received a call to
another position. There was no further discussion, and the motion carried.

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rev. Susan Scott:
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ADOPTED:

SC25.06.46. That the Synod Council call the Rev. Pamela J. Carnes as intentional interim pastor
for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Hershey, effective June 9, 2025, until June 8,
2026.

There was no discussion, and the motion carried.
Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rev. Molly Haggerty:

ADOPTED:
SC25.06.47. That the Synod Council call the Rev. Michael L. Yesenko as chaplain for Asbury
Normandie Ridge, York, without conditions of term, effective June 9, 2025.

Bishop Dunlop indicated that Synod Council issues calls to chaplain ministry. There was no further
discussion, and the motion carried.

Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rachel Norris:

ADOPTED:

SC25.06.48. That the Synod Council accept the Shared Ministry Articles of Agreement (non-
parish) between Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dauphin, and Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, Harrisburg.

There was no further discussion, and the motion carried.
Bishop Dunlop moved, with a second by Rev. Chris Suehr:

ADOPTED:

SC25.06.49. That the Synod Council authorize the following officers of the Lower Susquehanna
Synod as signatories on all financial accounts of the Lower Susquehanna Synod:
Bishop Stephen R. Herr, Jennifer R. Lau, Cynthia B. Kelbaugh, and Joseph M.
Stepansky; and for access to financial accounts only: Catherine L. Paul.

There was no discussion, and the motion carried.

BISHOPS REMARKS:

Bishop Dunlop expressed what a joy it has been to serve as bishop these last twelve years and with the
members of Synod Council. He welcomed those new to Synod Council and under the leadership of
Bishop-elect Herr, the responsibilities of Synod Council are to set new visions, to direct and give
oversight. The main role is to look at the big picture and to focus on the bigger issues.

Bishop-elect Herr thanked Bishop Dunlop for his work in the office and stated that he is looking forward
to working together with the newly elected Synod Council. He stated that his first order of business it to
close his ministry with Christ Lutheran in Gettysburg.

VICE PRESIDENT REMARKS:
Vice President Lau opened her remarks by stressing the importance of checking email.

She presented the Proposed EC and SC Meeting schedule for 2025-2026 as follows:
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PROPOSED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND SYNOD COUNCIL MEETINGS 2025-2026

Executive Committee (ZOOM only) Synod Council

Saturday, June 7, 2025, following assembly

ORIENTATION MEETING (ZOOM only)
Thursday, September 25, 2025, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Monday, September 15, 2025, 1 p.m. Saturday, September 27, 2025, 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.
Monday, November 3, 2025, 1 p.m. Saturday, November 15, 2025, 9:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Monday, January 26, 2026, 1 p.m. Saturday, February 7, 2026, 9:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 26, 2026, 1 p.m. Saturday, April 11, 2026, 9:00 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

Monday, May 4, 2026, 1 p.m. Thursday, May 14, 2026, 6:30 — 8:30 p.m. (ZOOM only)

2026 Synod Assembly and the reorganizational meeting following assembly —
tentatively Friday, June 5 — Saturday, June 6, 2026, location TBD

All Executive Committee meetings are held digitally by ZOOM ONLY.

Synod Council meetings will be hosted in hybrid format for every meeting unless otherwise noted.
Members wishing to be present in person will meet in Meeting Room 237 in Trinity Lutheran Church,
2000 Chestnut Street, Camp Hill. A digital option will be available by ZOOM for members wishing to
attend electronically or unable to attend in person.

A question was raised about the date of the installation of Bishop-elect Herr. The date is Saturday,
October 25, 2025, and the time is to be determined because the ELCA Presiding Bishop will install the
synod bishop. Because a new presiding bishop will be elected at Churchwide Assembly in July, the
scheduled time of the installation for the synod bishop will depend on the presiding bishop’s travel
schedule.

Vice President Lau also presented the Committee Preference Form, the Covenant of Commitment, and the
Whistleblower Policy, with explanation of each. She asked that the Committee Preference Form be
completed and returned to either her or Debbie Clark by June 30, and that the other forms be submitted at
the September meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 3:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia B. Kelbaugh
Secretary to Synod Council
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