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Jesus!

President’s Message:
Salutations!

One of my all-time favorite books is Charlotte’s Web. So, in true Charlotte fashion, I
bring you Salutations – my fancy way of saying hello. I am so honored and humbled
that you have elected me President of the Lower Susquehanna Synodical Women’s
Organization. My thanks to our outgoing President, Lois Ann Griffin for her leadership
and grace in serving an extra year due to the pandemic. And thanks also to the Executive Board, who also served extra that extra year. You ladies rock!
The pandemic has changed a lot of things in our world and that includes the Women
of the ELCA. The Churchwide staff has been cut down to 3 people and offerings are
down significantly, both nationally and locally. Most meetings are conducted virtually.
For the second year, we had to make the difficult decision to postpone our Camp
Hebron Retreat. I think that the hardest thing is the uncertainty. No one knows when
things will get better, and it is so hard to plan.
But I remain hopeful. There is a verse by Emily Dickenson that really speaks to me
and has gotten me through some tough times.
Hope is the thing with feathers~
That perches in the soul~
And sings the tune without the words~

And never stops – at all.
Even when WE can’t find the words, God knows them. And he never stops loving us
and guiding us. We just need to stop and listen. We’ve got some challenges ahead,
but I think that if we keep our minds open and are willing to look at some things differently, we can get through this. Maybe even stronger and better than we were before!
Blessings,
Peggy Norman, President
Lower Susquehanna, SWO
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A Thank You from United Lutheran Seminary, Gettysburg

WOW!
Through this generosity
there is additional flexibility for students to purchase perishables, or a
tank of gas, or pay for prescriptions
and I know when I share a gift card
with someone I do ask them how
much flexibility is important.

To: Barb Dudek,
Thank you to the Lower Susquehanna Synod Women of the ELCA for
the support of the United Lutheran
Seminary Food Pantries! I am sorry
that we couldn’t arrange for someone to join you at Saturday’s meeting – perhaps Amy can share with
you some of the actual nuts and
bolts of the Food Pantry operation. I
share that food insufficiency is an
issue for our seminarians as they
strive to live within tight budgets
and not add to student debt load.

Again, the ongoing support of the
Lower Susquehanna Synod Women
of the ELCA is a rich blessing in the
lives of our students.
Your willingness to drive to Gettysburg yesterday is deeply appreciated
by all of us who attempted to juggle
calendars to join the meeting but
couldn’t accomplish the task. The
year of COVID-19 living and stresses added to our lives makes even
the simple things complex. I hope
that we can be present when the
group gathers in 2022.

Your generosity also assists our distributed learning students who travel to campus for the one-week intensive courses – while these in-person
courses did not occur in the past
academic year, that option for inperson attendance is built into this
year’s academic calendar.
As I
speak with prospective students
about the distributed learning option and we discuss coming to campus for the weeklong intensives I am
certain to include the presence of
food pantries on either campus.
Typically the response is,
“Wow, that really helps my travel
budget – to know that I don’t need
to buy food for the week.”

Thank you for your partnership.
Ma Salaam,
Deacon Nancy E Gable, D.Ed. (Penn
State) [she/her/hers]
Director of Admissions
United Lutheran Seminary

Additionally, the gracious contribution of the gift cards for local vendors is amazing; Amy indicates this
is cl o se t o $ 1 0 0 0 .
J us t
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LS SWO YEARLY PROJECTS
August 2019– July 2021
By: Susan Long

Congregational Units in the LSS were asked to report to the Women of the ELCA Mission Committee the many different projects their units had participated in so that we can rejoice together
in the many ways the Women of the ELCA in the LSS reach out to serve our neighbors. Thank
you for your service to humankind and to the God we serve. Thank you for your Christian service and generosity! The results are:

Lutheran World Relief

There was a total of 38 baby
quilts made. Six were given in
Lancaster county and 32
quilts will be distributed by
St. John, Berrysburg.

Bars of Soap - 856
Personal Care Kits - 769
Baby Care Kits - 122
Mission Quilts - 559
School Kits - 1013
Fabric kits—24

TOTAL ITEMS: 3249

OTHER OUTREACH
Quilts given locally 142

Barb Dudek gave the report for the Ingathering (United Lutheran Seminary
Gettysburg):

Prayer Shawls 9

Lap robes 71

245 food items

Layettes 89

24 toiletry items

Blankets 11

142 paper items

Knitted sweaters 88

6 cleaning products

Knitted hats and scarfs 453

Shopping bags

Head bands 72

$1,020.00 + 45.00 (add’l) = $1065.00 –
Gift cards

Sale of Fair Trade Items

Valentine cards/Thanksgiving cards for shutins

3 Lutheran World Relief Quilts

All this and Covid too!!

Gift cards and Food for Rescue Mission
...and many more projects!
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GIVE MONTHLY
Make a monthly recurring gift and join
Faith Friends,
A group of especially devoted friends of Women of the ELCA
Who provide consistent, sustaining support for our many ministries.

□ YES! I want to join Faithful Friends of Women of the ELCA!
Please deduct my recurring gift of $_____ ($10 or above) to my checking account on the 15th of each month.
My voided check is enclosed.
Signature
My signature authorized Women of the EKCA, Through ELCA Gift processing, to initiate and continue monthly deductions as indicated on the form.
I understand that I can cancel my recurring gift at any time by calling Women of the ELCA at 773 -380-2730 or emailing women.elca@elca.org

Please mail this form and your voided check to:
Women of the ELCA Faithful Friends
ELCA Gift Processing Center
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

Thank You!

OR

To give by credit card, please fill in and mail the bottom half of this form
Detach here

□ YES! I want to join Faithful Friends of Women of the ELCA!
□ Visa

□ American Express

□ Discover

Credit card number

□ Mastercard

Expiration date

Name as it appears on the card (please print)

Address

City, State, Zip

Signature
My signature authorized Women of the EKCA, Through ELCA Gift processing, to initiate and continue monthly deductions as indicated on the form. I understand
that I can cancel my recurring gift at any time by calling Women of the ELCA at 773-380-2730 or emailing women.elca@elca.org

Please mail this form to: Women of the ELCA Faithful Friends,
ELCA Gift Processing Center,
P.O. Box 1809,
Merrifiend, VA 22116-8009
Or join online at: welca.org/faithfulfriendsonline
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Thank You!

GATHER MAGAZINE FALL Bible Study
Fall 2021: The gift of the spirit
The gift of the Spirit
Celtic Christians likened the Holy Spirit not to a dove, but to a goose. In these
three sessions of the fall Gather Bible study, the Rev. Sara OlsonSmith, associate pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport,
Iowa, will lead us on our own divine Wild Goose chase. We’ll track
the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the Bible and throughout our
lives. We’ll explore how the Spirit moves God’s people into adventures and lives we would never dare risk on our own.

Session 1: Spirit of God: Revealer and resource
The Holy Spirit might be the most misunderstood or mysterious member of the
Trinity, but the Spirit of scripture is not shy. Together we’ll uncover the bold,
truth-telling Spirit active in our lives. After a quick review of the mystery of the
Trinity, we’ll read parts of Jesus’ farewell discourse, and hear how the Spirit
continues to reveal the truth of Jesus to us and to the world. We’ll discuss how
the gift of the Holy Spirit is a resource for God’s people, giving us power we
need to do God’s work.

Session 2: Breath of God: Reviver and reformer
The Holy Spirit is the breath of God, giving life and building community. Beginning with the breath God gave that first human, continuing with the breath
that made dry bones dance, God’s Spirit continues to revive us. We will see the
ways that the Spirit gives life—not just to us as individuals, but to our communities, reconciling us and forming us into life-giving communities, even in our
diversity.

Session 3: Wind of God: Refiner and Re-router
The Holy Spirit is the wind of God, moving us into deeper faithfulness and more
authentic love. We’ll see the ways in which God’s Spirit moves us to bear good
fruit in the world and refines us into our truest selves. We will also follow the
Spirit’s movements through the early church to see how the Spirit re-routes
God’s people, guiding us into transformed lives and renewed communities of
faith.

This study began with the September issue of Gather.
There are now videos to accompany the fall Bible
study on the Gather website: gather@elca.org.
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PRAYER MINISTRY
The Women of the LS SWO has an ongoing prayer ministry - "Prayer Warriors". The executive
board feels a need to be
supported with the ongoing projects of the
women in our synodical
organization.

May we celebrate Thanksgiving
with family again this year and
thank God for all our blessings.
Despite everything, there is still
much to be thankful for.
Happy Thanksgiving!

If you want to participate as a “Prayer Warrior,” contact Mary
Hafer at 717-234-5442 and talk with
her. This prayer ministry is set up
much like many prayer chains that
are in the churches we represent. We
average around 10 participants and
new women are welcome to join in this
prayer ministry at any time .

Visit the Women of the ELCA
churchwide website at:
www.womenoftheelca.org
The Lower Susquehanna Synodical Woman’s Organization is on the synod website: You can visit
the direct link by typing this link in your browser:
https://www.lss -elca.org/mission partners/women-of-the-elca/
The Fall 2021 issue of News & Views can now be
accessed on the synod website. Share this information with your congregational unit or circle.
Thanks!
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UPPER DAUPHIN CONFERENCE
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF NEWS
What a wonderful day we as the Lutheran Youth Organization of the Upper Dauphin Conference
had on September 19th at St. John’s Pavilion. The sun was out and the day was warm and just the
perfect day to pack school kits for Lutheran World Relief. I was so very proud of all the help we had
that day. As always the youth were excited to start working on packing school kits and that they did;
all 504 kits were completed
and packed with labels inside the boxes
and outside the boxes. Following this the boxes were packed in the
truck and sent on the way to
New Windsor, Maryland along with all
the other items from the conference.
From the ladies of the conference there were a total of 304 quilts, 19
blankets, 96 personal care kits
and 30 baby care kits. Also, Christ Lutheran Church from Allentown
had donated 34 of the quilts. Members
of their church bring them to
St. Christopher's, Lykens, to be transported to New Windsor. These are counted in with the quilts from the Upper dauphin conference.
To all of you I say thank you for all your hard work. Also, a very special Thank You to Pastor Johathan Jenkins and Pastor Godfred for their work in transporting these items to New Windsor.
To all our guests at our Convention we had a wonderful time being your host church in September. So many of you complimented me on the macaroni salad. So I am sharing this recipe with you
as you too can share with others.

MACARONI SALAD
Cook 2 cups of macaroni
1 cup sugar
3 tablespoons mustard
1/4 cup vinegar
2 cups Miracle Whip Salad Dressing
1 can evaporated milk (12 oz.)
1/4 cup chopped celery
2 tablespoons carrots (grated)
¼ cup chopped green pepper
¼ cup finely chopped onion (or to taste)
6 hard-boiled eggs (Diced)
Mix together sugar, mustard, vinegar, and evaporated milk. Add the salad
dressing - this thickens as it stands. If necessary, whip mixture with wisp
till smooth.
Add carrots, celery, and onion and chopped egg. Pour over cooled, cooked
macaroni. (If the macaroni is not cooled before pouring on dressing, the
salad will be dry)

Cover and refrigerator for several hours to marinate.
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Lutheran World Relief Drop
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Greencastle
Lutheran World Relief—(LWR) Parish Project items, waiting to be loaded on a U-Haul, and
delivered to New Windsor, MD, on October 14. Boxed items included Quilts 256; School
Kits 135; Personal Care Kits 33.
All this and Covid too—good job to the 5 congregations who supported the work of LWR
both through monetary donations and kit assembly, and who brought their parish projects to the ELC drop off site to be delivered to New Windsor.

You may be the only Bible someone will read.
Anonymous
“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven” Matthew 5:16
A godly life is always the best advertisement for Christianity.
Geoffrey B. Wilson
Example is the most powerful rhetoric.
Thomas Brooks
We ought to “lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way”
I Timothy 2:2

Year

Deadline

Mailed

Issue

2022

December 29

January 7

Jan/Feb.

February 22

March 4

March/April

Email your newsletter articles to:
donnaleegreifzu@gmail.com,
or postal mail: 422 Cleveland Avenue,
Waynesboro, PA 17268
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Keep Informed...Read your
News & Views Newsletter

WOMEN OF THE ELCA - LOWER SUSQUEHANNA, SWO
2021-2022 EXECUTIVE BOARD

SWO BOARD OFFICER
President
Peggi Norman
328 Carolle Street
Greencastle, PA 17225
717-593-9248 (H)
717-658-7432 (C)

Vice President
Sue Lyons
39 W. King Street
Shippensburg, PA 17257
717-816-6533
maryslyons@yahoo.com

Donna L. Greifzu
422 Cleveland Ave
Waynesboro, PA 17268
717-377-1780
donnaleegreifzu@gmail.com

Linda Hiney
1277 Atkins Avenue
Lancaster, PA 17603
717-575-9531
lindahiney331@gmail.com

Secretary
Christine Todd

UPCOMING EVENTS
DAY OF RENEWAL
St. Mark, Harrisburg
Date to be announced
34th ANNUAL LS SWO
CONVENTION
Memorial, Shippensburg
Date to be announced
FALL RETREAT
Camp Hebron
Halifax, PA
Oct. 28-30, 2022

3910 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17109
717-652-0729
butty652@aol.com

Treasurer
Kathy Kauffman
970 Stevens Road
York Haven, PA 17370
717-712-8983
kck970@yahoo.com

BOARD MEMBERS
Ellie Bauerle

11675 N. Landis Avenue
Waynesboro, PA 17268
717-762-5465
kwye9@innernet.net

Miriam Burke
1509 Hudson Road
Lancaster, PA 17601
717-945-5686
mrburke67@gmail.com
Sandra Dreibelbis
74 Creek Drive
Halifax, PA 17532
717-512-5012
dreibelbis@pa.net

Barbara Dudek
445 Springlake Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112
717-645-3111
templegymm@yahoo.com
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