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  FF Purpose Statement 

As a community of women 

created in the image of God, 

called to discipleship in 

Jesus Christ and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

We commit ourselves to  

grow in faith, 

affirm our gifts, 

support one another in our callings, 

engage in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness 

in the church,  

the society, 

and the world. 

  

  

 

Twelfth Triennial  

Convention 

Theme 

Welcome to the LS SWO Board, Fay Nichols 
 
Hello to all;  
   This is a second time for me to serve on your board, and I am 
enjoying it.  I am from the Upper Dauphin Conference of the 
Lower Susquehanna Synod.  Even though my address is Ly-
kens, I live right outside of Gratz, Pennsylvania.  
   I have been a widow since 2016 and life is most certainly dif-
ferent. I was married for 40 years to my husband Andrew.  I 
have 7 children and 9 grand-children; add to that 9 great-grand-
children.   
    I work within my community in various ways and was recently 
awarded the 2021 volunteer of the year award from the Harris-
burg Area YMCA, Northern Dauphin County Branch of the           
YMCA.  
    I have been active as a Sunday School teacher at St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church where I worship weekly.  
         
                                                           Fay 
 

Look for us on the 
Synod Website – go to 
www-lss-elca.org. 

See across the top of 
the page to ―Mission‖ 
and then down the 
list to Women of the 
ELCA – synod. 

There you will find 
the newsletters and 
brochures as well as 
registration forms to 
our upcoming events. 

 

News & Views 

Newsletter 



President’s  Message 

As I write this, it has been 
unseasonably warm for November.  
I’m certainly not complaining, but 
it has thrown me off kilter a bit.  
Tee shirts and shorts are still in 
the dresser drawer and winter 
sweaters are still in a box in a 
closet.  There are mums and 
pumpkins on my front steps, right 
in front of the hot pink geraniums 
that are still blooming. We are still 
using the grill on the back deck - 
although with a flashlight since the 
clocks moved back.  And from 
everything I hear, this is the trend 
for the future.  What we counted 
on before is changing.  And that’s 
unsettling.  All change is 
unsettling, even if it is for the 
better.  We like the familiar, the 
comfortable, the easy way.   But 
that isn’t what God is calling us to, 
is it?  I can’t think of a time when 
Jesus said, ―come follow me, it will 
be a piece of cake!‖, can you?   

Over the past couple of years, I 
think we have gotten a bit too 
comfortable in our separateness.  
In some ways it’s just been easier 
not to____________ (you fill in the 
blank).  So, I’m challenging all of 
us to try something new.  Look at 
something differently.  See the 
world in a new way.  Start slowly 
but start!   

There are several opportunities 
coming up to re-connect with your 

sisters in Christ.  Day of Renewal 
will be on April 29 at St. 
Bartholomew, Hanover.  This is a 
one day ―mini retreat‖ designed to  

refresh and renew.  We are working 
on a theme and program, so watch 
this space!  Our annual convention 
will be August 18-19 at Swamp 
Lutheran, Reinholds.  And yes, you 
saw right, it is going to be a two-
day event.  Workshops!  A banquet!  
More opportunities for fellowship 
and just plain fun!   

God calls us to be in community.  
We do better together.  Come, Holy 
Spirit, Come! 

Blessings, 

Peggi Norman 

 

President, Women of the ELCA 
Lower Susquehanna Synod 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Upper Dauphin Conference 
 

 The ladies are fast approaching a new start to making quilts and packing kits for Lutheran World 
Relief.  St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church has only 24 quilts this year due to the pandemic and 
all procedures that were needed at the time.   
This year they are back in swing again.  Good luck ladies.  This year the ladies were able to pack up 
502 personal care kits.  There are quilts and kits assembled at other churches in the conference. 

        There is another active group in our area; the Lutheran Youth Group.  There were 20 youth and 11 
adults at St. John’s Pavilion on September 19th.  They worked steady and very well together to pack 
school kits.  That afternoon they packed 510 School Kits.  As their coordinator I say WELL  DONE  
KIDS !! 

       
     
Submitted by Fay Nichols 
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The Congregational Unit of  the WELCA, Evangelical, Greencastle, met 

Tuesday, September 20, in the Memorial Fellowship Hall of  the church to 

assemble 50 School Kits for Lutheran World Relief. The group also enjoyed 

a delicious covered dish luncheon. 

The Quilting group “Hands of  Love Quilters”, who meet in the building on 

Wednesday mornings also made 69 quilts for LWR this year.  

All projects were taken to New Windsor, MD, on October 13.  



New campaign hopes to build women’s ministries into next century 

From advocacy to education 
And those ministries run the gamut from enabling women to attend advocacy and immer-
sion events to educating young people about human trafficking at ELCA Youth Gatherings. 

The ministry funds include providing scholarships for young women to participate in Wom-
en of the ELCA triennial gatherings and supporting documentaries about vital women’s is-

sues. 

In April 2019, Katie’s Fund dollars sent five women to Ecumeni-
cal Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C., an event that supports 

Christians who mobilize for advocacy. Two of those women—Lois 
Griffiths of Pennsylvania and Shirley Paulson of Wisconsin—

continue to combat human trafficking in their states. 

―How did women in our synod grow from concerned but shy 

Christians into strong advocates to end human trafficking?‖ asked Paulson, former presi-
dent of the East-Central Synod of Wisconsin women’s organization. ―We did what we felt 
God was calling us to do, one step at a time, one act leading to another, using what we had 

learned and the connections we had made.‖ Also, Read more about the anti-trafficking work 
in the East-Central Synod of Wisconsin. 

Copied from an article by Terri Lackey from the Women of the ELCA Website pub-
lished June 10, 2022. To read the entire article go to: 
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/new-campaign-hopes-to-build-womens-

ministries-into-next-century 
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Can’t wait to get together again  
with Lutheran Women?  

 

You can register for the Twelfth 

Triennial Convention and Gathering  
to be held  

September 19-24, 2023, in Phoenix, AZ. 
Visit welcatg.org for more information. 

 

Twelfth Triennial Theme 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/be-bold-do-justice-wisconsin-women-grow-into-advocacy
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/be-bold-do-justice-wisconsin-women-grow-into-advocacy
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/new-campaign-hopes-to-build-womens-ministries-into-next-century
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/blog/news/new-campaign-hopes-to-build-womens-ministries-into-next-century


Retreat Scheduled in January at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hanover 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS is the theme for a Women’s Retreat at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1214 Broadway, 

Hanover, PA.  All women are invited from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, January 28, 2023 for a day of 

learning and fellowship. From biblical to medieval to modern saints, we’ll discover our own “sainthood.”  

  Deacon Jan Davis will lead this retreat and will include stories and pictures from her recent trip to Rome.  

 There will be Bible study (please bring your own Bible), a craft, worship, and our famous lasagna lunch.  

Please bring a dessert to share if you are able.  Registration is $15.00 and is due by Sunday, January 15.  

Please complete the registration form and send it to:  Deacon Jan Davis, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1240 

Broadway, Hanover, PA 17331.  (The church office address is different than the church.) 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FOR ALL THE SAINTS Women’s Retreat Registration, Saturday, January 28, 2023 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Amount enclosed:  __________ 

  

Please choose one:    [   ]  Meat Lasagna                [   ] Vegetable Lasagna 

  

Please make your church payable to: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  Please return it to Deacon Jan Davis, St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1240 Broadway, Hanover, PA 17331 by Sunday, January 15, 2023.   
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Lutheran World Relief  - Senior  Manager 
New Position Filled – Quilt & Kit  

 

A  note from Lisa Kipp:  I serve as the Director of Congregational Engagement at Lutheran World Relief: 
 I'm thrilled to announce that Martha Piedrasanta has officially accepted the position of 
Senior Manager, Quilt & Kit Ministry. Martha rejoined Lutheran World Relief as an Associate 

on our Quilt & Kit Team back in April. Prior to that, she served on our International Programs 
team from 2016-2019. Martha is a great leader, juggles details with ease, welcomes new chal-

lenges, is deeply rooted in her Lutheran faith, and has a deep passion for LWR quilters and kit-
makers. As anyone working closely with Martha right now will tell you, she's beautifully walk-

ing alongside many of you to manage the details and logistics of over 100 Ingatherings this 

month and next. Please don't hesitate to reach out to Martha with any of your questions. I trust you will find 
her as helpful and delightful as I do. 

You can reach Martha at: 

 mpiedrasanta@lwr.org or 410-230-2707.  
 
 



LS SWO Camp Hebron Fall Retreat 
 

The Fall Retreat was held October 28-30, 2022, in the Camp Hebron Retreat Center. There 
were 17 attendees staying for the weekend and a total of 46 attendees for the Saturday ses-
sion/worship. This was the first time in 3 years that this event could be held, and it turned 

out to be a joyous one! 
   Reverend Barbara Barry served as the leader of the event, with the theme centered on 
John 15:5 ―I am the vine, and you are the branches‖. Understanding the concept of being 

the grapevine, and how community intertwines within the Christian family of believers, has 
taken on a whole new and much broader meaning. Thank you Pastor Barb! 
   Attendees enjoyed perfect weather, a wagon ride and of course the delicious food. It was a 
wonderful time reconnecting with our Christian sisters. 
 

Sally Hagy wrote a song to sing during our session:  
 
“Children in Christ” 
Children in Christ, our gifts are for sharing; 

As we seek Him in prayer uplifting.  
God has a plan to deliver His myst’ries;  

Christ is our beacon for the whole human race 
 
Called to renew, restore and awaken. 

Wrapped in His Love the lost and rejected;  
cradled in Love the sick and the hurting.  
Humble us Lord as we serve in your Name. 
 

 
Sung to the tune of ―Here in This Place, Gather Us In‖, WOV, page 718. 
 
   Peggi Norman led a Prayer Bead craft session with the women on Saturday afternoon. So 
many unique colors and bead patterns. Thanks Peggi! 
Peggi Norman sang - ―There is a Balm in Gilead‖, WOV, page 737 during the Worship ser-

vice. Thank you, Peggi! 
   We collected $1,348.00 for the Manow Secondary School in Tanzania; $91.91 for Katie’s 
Fund; and $281.00 from the Craft Table. Thank You to everyone! 
   Please mark your calendars for the 2023 LS SWO Camp Hebron Fall Retreat to be held 
October 27-29, 2023. We hope you will be able to attend! Look for more information in the 

May/June 2023 Issue of News & Views. 
 

    Submitted by: 
Chris Todd and Shirley Keister 

Camp Hebron, Co-Chairs 
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The ladies from Quickel, York 



Thank You 

Dear Fay, 

Please express our sincere thanks to everyone for the very generous donation to the 

Free Community Meal fund in the amount of $1,337.25. What a huge blessing! 

 We will begin our 10th year in February 2022. This mission has been able to thrive 

because of the loyal, compassionate support from our Christian friends. 

 Thank you so much for your support. 

(This was the Ingathering Offering at the August 15, 2020 Convention at St. John, 

Berrysburg) 

         Blessings, 

         Fellowship Committee 
         Free Community Meal 
 

 
 

Thank You 

Dear Kathy, 

 Thank you and the Women of the ELCA for donating your offering from Day of 
Renewal (May 8, 2021) to the Health Ministries of Christ Lutheran Church, as well as your 

kind word about our mission here. 

This generous gift of $831 will enable us to purchase much needed medical supplies and 
over-the-counter medicines that our nurses use and dispense every day in our clinics. 

        May God bless you all, 
        Grace & Peace, 

        Reverend Andrew Stockstill 
 
 

Bricks for Lutheran World Relief Quilt Plaza 
July 2021 – June 30, 2022 

 
St. Paul (Wertzville), Enola 
Calvary, Dover 

Bricks for Grace, Lancaster (Total 4 Bricks) 

First, Carlisle 

Redeemer, Lancaster 

St. Mark, Mechanicsburg  

Christ, Gettysburg 

Evangelical, Greencastle 

Jered & Elaine Hock, members of First, Carlisle 

 

Submitted by Norma Good                                -8- 



Project Form Report for 
September 2021-August 2022 

 
 

The following projects were completed by the Women of the ELCA, 

and reported at the LS SWO 2022 Convention by Sandra Dreibelbis: 

Quilts: 276 

Fabric Kits: 11 

Personal Care Kits: 1369 

School Kits: 804 

Baby Quilts: 30 

Baby Care Kits: 10 

Fleece Tied Blankets 10 

Baby Sweaters & hats: 191 
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Visit the Women of the ELCA                                        

 churchwide website at:  

    www.womenoftheelca.org 

Convention Offerings 

Convention Ingathering: $1,174.00 
Convention Offering $1,215.00 
Triennial Offering $637.00 

Katie’s Fund $7814 
Craft Table: $107.00 

Total $3,211.00 
 

http://www.womenoftheelca.org/


Winter/Spring 2023 Bible study, “The Ten Command-
ments” by The Rev. Christa von Zychlin 

Looking ahead to the next Gather Bible Study in 2023… 

The Ten Commandments 

Join Gather magazine and revive your 

soul in 2023 with a four-session study 
of the 10 commandments. ELCA pastor 
and Bible study author Christa von 

Zychlin will help us see how these 
commandments are more than they 
may appear at first glance. For exam-

ple, Martin Luther taught that the 
commandment, ―Do not kill,‖ means not 
only refraining from murder, but active-
ly promoting the health and life of oth-
ers. Get ready to explore old and new 
interpretations of God’s laws, using 

Luther’s Small and Large Catechism 
and more! 

(January 2023) Session one: Dancing 
the Decalogue (Commandments 1&2) 

Psalm 19 claims, ―The law of the Lord is 
perfect, reviving the soul.‖ Joy and 
romance may not be the first images 
that come to mind when we think of the 
Ten Commandments. However, a close 

reading of the first several command-

ments opens us to a fresh encounter 
with the God of fierce, freeing love. 

(February 2023) Session two: 

Rhythms and respect (Command-
ments 3 & 4) 

Some might say the Old Testament 
commands Remember the Sabbath and 

Honor Your Folks seem outdated and 
quaint. After all, didn’t Jesus routinely 
break the Sabbath? Didn’t Jesus (on 
occasion) talk back to his mother? Yet  

 

these commandments are far from out-
dated. Find out how these commands 

offer a source of peace and inspiration 
in today’s often hectic and generational-
ly segregated society and church. 

(March 2023) Session three: Sanctity 
of life and love (Commandments 5 & 6) 

In our third session, we will review 
some of the major murders of the Bible. 
We’ll also delve into the scriptural wit-
ness to the spirituality of sex and the 
covenant of marriage. 

(April 2023) Session four: Guardrails 

for love of God and neighbor (Com-

mandments 7,8,9 & 10) 

In this fourth and final session, we will 

consider sayings from Proverbs and 
other biblical wisdom related to mind-
ing our tongues, integrity in the mar-
ketplace, and practical ways to serve 
our neighbors. 
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SWO BOARD OFFICERS 
President 

Peggi Norman 

328 Carolle Street 

Greencastle, PA 17225 

717-593-9248 (H) 

717-658-7432 (C) 
Peggi2@yahoo.com 
 

Vice President 

Linda Eves 

201 S. Penn Street 

Shippensburg, PA 17257 

717-860-7447 
germnurse@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Linda Hiney 

1277 Atkins Avenue 

Lancaster, PA 17603 

717-575-9531 
lindahiney331@gmail.com 
  

Treasurer 

Kathy Kauffman 

970 Stevens Road 

York Haven, PA 17370 

717-712-8983 
kck970@yahoo.com 

  

BOARD MEMBERS 
Sandra Dreibelbis 

Covered  With God’s Love  

Quilt Project & Mission 

74 Creek Drive 

Halifax, PA  17532 

717-571-0445 
dreibelbis@pa.net 

 

Sally Hagy 

Convention Coordinator 

500 Blue Lake Road 

Denver, PA 17517 

717-336-2682 
shagy@dejazzd.com 
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Sue Lyons 

Seminary Student Supporter 

10 Lyons Lane 

Shippensburg, PA 17257 

717-816-6533 
maryslyons@yahoo.com 
 

Fay Nichols 

Sister Synod Communicator 

251 Airport Road 

Lykens, PA 17048 

717-329-7447 
fnichols@comcast.net 

 
Chris Todd 

Camp  Hebron Retreat 

3910 Walnut Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17109 

717-652-0729 (h) 

717-439-6071 (c)  
Butty652@aol.com  

 

NON-BOARD LISTING 

Newsletter Editor 

Donna Greifzu 

422 Cleveland Avenue 

Waynesboro, PA 17268 

717-377-1780 
donnaleegreifzu@gmail.com 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA, LOWER SUSQUEHANNA  

SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION   

2022-2023 EXECUTIVE BOARD   

UPCOMING EVENTS                 

UPCOMING EVENTS                 
  

DAY OF RENEWAL 
Camp Nawakwa 
Biglerville, PA 
May 8, 2021 

Upcoming Events 

Day of Renewal 

St. Bartholomew 

Hanover 

April 29, 2023 

 

35th Annual LS SWO 

Convention 

Swamp Reinholds 

August 18 & 19, 2023 

 

Fall Camp  

Camp Hebron 

Halifax, PA  

October 27-29, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dreibelbis@pa.net
mailto:shagy@dejazzd.com
mailto:maryslyons@yahoo.com

