
 

 
A new resource for you--On Line learning for strengthening ministry  

Together in partnership, The Stevenson School for Ministry and  
the Lower Susquehanna Synod invite your participation in 

Great Parish Life modules and courses offered through the 
New Collaborative Mission Center 

Fall Term Course List Fall Term is August 9 - October 19, 2019 
Formation for the Beloved Community 

Designed for individuals and small groups 
The Collaborative Mission Center is a resource to support growth in your mission and ministry context. 
Courses are offered in either five or ten-week sessions for lay and clergy with a focus on team ministry. 

Purpose of the Courses:  

1-To strengthen leadership with tools and practices in specific content areas and  
2-To develop leadership capacities that work in common mission and  
3-To strengthen communities by providing small group opportunities to engage in new creative 
mission models.  
 
The courses provide the following:  

• Instruction with practical application in specific ministry content areas. 
• Coaching, training, and mentoring that encourages creativity, risk taking and 

collaborative experimentation in mission and ministry. 
• Immersion experiences that deepen spirituality and practice in specific ministry 

areas in both regional and congregational settings. 
• Certificate programs in specific ministry areas such as: Missional Preaching, 

Evangelism and coming in 2020 Social Justice Adventures. 

To register for a course, click here 

Fall Term Course List 
 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES, 10-week course 
Learn a variety of ways to pray and put them into practice. 
Each learner will engage in an experiential introduction to 
classical Christian spiritual disciplines that nurture intimacy 
with God. Becoming familiar with some of Christianity’s rich 
spiritual traditions, and through personal experimentation 
with various classical prayer-forms and disciplines, students 
will be better equipped to develop a prayerful Rule of Life. 

 



 

 
 
 

WAYS TO SHARE OUR STORY AND FOLLOW JESUS, 
5-week course 
As a stand-alone course, or as part of our new parish life 
lay evangelist certificate program, this introductory 
online module helps students explore how we recognize 
and live into our beloved children of God, engage daily 
prayer practices, and articulate our own story of 
experiencing God’s love for us for the sake of the Jesus 

and practice movement to change the world, by exploring how our life stories are part of God’s story. 
We will learn how to seek, name and celebrate Jesus’ loving presence in the stories of all people. 
 
WAYS TO PRAY: SPIRITUAL PRACTICES FOR PARISH LIFE, 5-week course 

This course invites participants to explore in community 
one’s faith journey, by noticing where we have been, 
where we are now, and where God is inviting us, grow 
and bear witness to God’s Way of Love. Drawing from the 
deep roots of our Christian tradition, this course explores 
how the spiritual practices of Turn, Learn and Pray to help 
shape our lives to follow Jesus. 

 
CHANGING OUR CONGREGATION’S MONEY CULTURE, 5-week course 

Why should talking about money be a red-line taboo in 
our congregations when Jesus and the Old Testament’s 
writers repeatedly teach us that money is a deep 
spiritual issue of primary importance? In this first five-
part course we will: 
 look at what our bible and our faith traditions 
say about money 
 then move into understanding a congregation’s 
unspoken and unhealthy “money culture.”  

 Then explore how to shift that culture through awareness, education and best practices. 
 
A DISCOVERY OF GIFTS FOR CONGREGATIONS 

This course is specifically designed for recognizing and utilizing the 
spiritual gifts of a congregation, both corporate and individual gifts. The 
congregation will be guided to: 
• Learn how to discern solid, emerging, and hidden gifts. 
• Explore the strategies for using gifts in practical and faithful ways, 
within the life of the congregation and its mission. 
• Work with the tools provided to be able to explore, understand, and use 
gifts to share knowledge and skill within the congregation. 
 



 

INTRODUCTION TO ERADICATING RACISM, 5-week course 
Using the framework of the Episcopal Church’s “Becoming a 
Beloved Community” this introductory course on anti-
racism will lead participants through five pillars rooted in 
helping us to live out our Baptismal Covenant. Course 
resources will address systemic racism, identity, and justice. 

Participants will be asked to examine these concepts through scripture. 

Certificate courses - Beginning Fall 2019  
 
Certificate in Evangelism 
SSFM in partnership with the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA. Instructors: Deacon Marsha 
Roscoe and Pastor Richard Jorgensen.  The following modules fulfill the certificate 
requirements; Ways to Share our Story (offered Fall of 2019), Foundations for Evangelism: 
Doing What Matters to God (offered Spring of 2020), Community Listening as Evangelism 
(offered Spring of 2020), Gospel Hospitality (offered Fall of 2020), The Message of Mission 
(offered Spring 2020 and winter 2020). Click here for more information (Link to Evangelism 
description)  
 

Certificate in Missional Preaching 
Launching fall of 2019 is our new Certificate in Missional Preaching.  Through a series of 
retreats, webinars, and cohort gatherings, each participant will grow by listening and reflecting 
in community.  Designed to engage the entire congregation or ministry context, the certificate 
program officially kicks off in October 2019.  Registration opens soon at lss-elca.org. Click here 
for more information 
 
For more information, contact the Very Rev. Robyn Szoke Coolidge, Dean of the Stevenson 
School (717) 236-5959 x1112, rszoke@diocesecpa.org. or Deacon Marsha Roscoe, Director for 
Mission Interpretation (717) 652-1852, ext. 103 mroscoe@lss-elca.org 
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