
 

MEMORIAL #1 
 

Memorial to Restore Access to Affordable Healthcare for Churchwide Staff 1 

 2 
WHEREAS, Jesus came that we may have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10), and spent his earthly ministry proclaiming 3 
the good news of the kingdom of God and healing all who were brought to him (Matthew 4:23); Jesus healed those who had 4 
spent all the money they had on doctors as a free gift (Luke 8:43); and Jesus gave his disciples the authority and empowerment 5 
to continue his work of healing (Luke 9:1); and  6 
 7 
WHEREAS, although the official stance of the ELCA that the Portico Gold + plan is the recommended benchmark health plan 8 
for synods and congregations, the ELCA Church Council at its November 8-11, 2018 meeting, approved a health insurance 9 
reduction as part of the approved spending authorization for the 2019 budget, which switched Churchwide employees from the 10 
Portico Gold+ plan to the Silver plan (EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA CHURCH COUNCIL 11 
November 8-11, 2018 MINUTES, Page 18 CC18.11.20) ; and  12 
 13 
WHEREAS, this change disproportionately impacts the most vulnerable Churchwide employees financially, and could cost 14 
them up to $1200-2400 extra per year in deductible costs; therefore be it 15 
 16 
RESOLVED, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 17 
Lutheran Church in America to take immediate action to restore Churchwide Employees to the Portico Gold + plan; and be it 18 
further 19 
 20 
RESOLVED, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 21 
Lutheran Church in America to direct Portico to provide information in a timely manner regarding the financial impact incurred 22 
by churchwide employees while insured under the Silver plan to the Church Council for budgetary consideration. 23 
 24 
ESTIMATED COST ASSOCIATED 25 

1) Difference between Gold+ and Silver plan for Churchwide Employees - $700,000 26 
 27 
Submitted by the York Conference, drafted by Pastor Laura Haupt, Pastor Janyce Jorgensen and Pastor Elizabeth Polanzke. 28 
Amended by the Committee on Memorials, May 15, 2019. 29 
Amendments accepted by original authors, May 16, 2019. 30 
 31 
The Committee on Memorials presents this memorial to the assembly without recommendation. 32 
 33 
Allen P. Stump, chair 34 
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MEMORIAL #2 
 

Memorial to ELCA Churchwide Assembly From The Lower Susquehanna Synod Regarding 1 

Support For Humanitarian Aid To Palestinian Hospitals 2 

 3 
Whereas, the ELCA Social Statement on health, healing and health care, as amended and adopted by more than two-thirds 4 
majority vote (935 - 34) as a social statement of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) by the eighth biennial 5 
Churchwide Assembly on August 15, 2003, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, states: “Health is central to our well-being, vital to 6 
relationships, and helps us live out our vocations in family, work, and community. Caring for one’s own health is a matter of 7 
human necessity and good stewardship. Caring for the health of others expresses both love for our neighbor and responsibility 8 
for a just society. As a personal and social responsibility, health care is a shared endeavor;” and 9 
 10 
Whereas, the ELCA has a long history of engagement with the Palestinian Christians in the Holy Land.  In 2005, the ELCA 11 
established an initiative, “Peace Not Walls (PNW): Stand for Justice in the Holy Land,” which seeks “peace with justice for 12 
both Palestinians and Israelis and the continuation of the Christian witness in the Holy Land;” and 13 
 14 
Whereas, the primary outcomes of the PNW campaign are accompaniment, advocacy and awareness raising about the context 15 
and situation of Palestinians people; and 16 
 17 
Whereas, the Lutheran World Federation has operated the Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH) since 1950 and is a center of 18 
medical excellence in East Jerusalem, serving all Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza. AVH has the following care 19 
centers and departments: Cancer Care Center, Hematology and Bone Marrow Transplantation Center, Kidney Care Center, 20 
Surgery and Ear, Nose and Throat Care Center, Community Care Department, Specialized Center for Child Care, Skilled 21 
Nursing and Long-Term Care Facility, Laboratory Medicine Department, and the Diagnostic Radiology Department. In 2018, 22 
AVH had 20,918 inpatient admissions, 21,064 dialysis sessions, 17,590 chemotherapy sessions, and 24,570 radiation sessions; 23 
and   24 
 25 
Whereas, in 2017 the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) in Assembly adopted a resolution to express “appreciation for the 26 
life-saving work of the Lutheran World Federation’s ministries, including the Augusta Victoria Hospital and calls upon the 27 
LWF member churches, governments and intergovernmental bodies to continue to support these ministries in their 28 
humanitarian service to the Palestinian people;” and 29 
 30 
Whereas, the United States Government historically provided financial aid to the Palestinian Authority (PA), primarily through 31 
the US Agency for International Development (USAID), and to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 32 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). However, aid to both agencies was severely cut in 2018 by direct action of the U.S. 33 
Administration and as a result of legislation enacted in 2018.  These actions could result in no aid being provided to the 34 
Palestinian people in any form from the United States in the future, which could have a devastating effect on life-saving services 35 
for over five million Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank; and 36 
 37 
Whereas, for several years, AVH and other East Jerusalem hospitals have been facing cash-flow problems because the PA has 38 
been unable to pay the bills of the patients whom it refers to these hospitals. In December 2018, the total debt for AVH alone 39 
was $38M.  Foreign aid from the US, the European Union and others have contributed financially to the PA to help them pay 40 
the bills and to avoid a mounting financial crisis, even collapse, of the hospitals.  In FY2017, $25M in US funding was 41 
appropriated for the hospitals but not sent, because in September 2018, the Administration reprogrammed that funding along 42 
with another $200M for bilateral aid to the PA. Funding for FY2018 and FY2019 is in doubt, due to stated Administration 43 
policy and the Anti-Terrorism Clarification Act of 2018 (ACTA), which makes any bilateral or economic aid illegal; and 44 
 45 
Whereas, compounding the cuts to direct aid are similar cuts to UNRWA. US funding to UNRWA in FY2018 was only $65M, 46 
contrasted with $359.3M in FY2017. The US government’s decision to end contributions could greatly affect UNRWA, which 47 
provides education, health care, and other forms of humanitarian assistance for about 5.4 million Palestinian civilian refugees 48 
throughout the Middle East. The US has been a major contributor to UNRWA since its establishment shortly after the 1948 49 
Arab/Israeli War.  US funding provided approximately one-third of UNRWA’s annual budget in 2017; and 50 
 51 
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Whereas, the ELCA Peace Not Walls initiative issued an Action Alert in January 2018 communicating to the members of the 52 
ELCA these drastic funding cuts and urging them to contact the Administration and their applicable legislators to advocate for 53 
the restoration of aid to the hospitals; therefore be it 54 
 55 
Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 56 
Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and urge ELCA members, to request the President of 57 
the United States and appropriate legislators to expend before the end of fiscal year 2019 all bilateral assistance to the West 58 
Bank and Gaza that Congress appropriated for such assistance in fiscal year 2018, including funding for the East Jerusalem 59 
Hospitals Network, and continue funding at previous levels until the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is resolved; and be it further 60 
 61 
Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 62 
Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and urge ELCA members, to advocate to request the 63 
President and all applicable legislators to restore funding to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 64 
in the Near East (UNRWA) in FY2018, and continue funding at previous levels until the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is resolved; 65 
and be it further 66 
 67 
Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 68 
Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and urge ELCA members, to request the President 69 
and all applicable legislators to amend the Anti-Terrorism Clarification Act of 2018 to remove legislative barriers to future 70 
funding of humanitarian aid to the Palestinian Authority so that regular payments can be made to the hospitals for basic life-71 
saving medical treatment. 72 
 73 
This Memorial to the ELCA Churchwide Assembly from the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly regarding support for 74 
humanitarian aid to Palestinian hospitals is signed and endorsed by the following rostered leaders of the Lower Susquehanna 75 
Synod in April 2019: 76 
The Reverend Sandra Mackie    The Reverend Timothy Seitz-Brown 77 
The Reverend Fredrica Meitzen    The Reverend Paul Haack 78 
The Reverend Linda Trout     The Reverend Terrence McCarthy 79 
The Reverend Brenda Ritterpusch 80 
The Reverend David Ritterpusch 81 
 82 
The Committee on Memorials recommends that the assembly not adopt this memorial. 83 
 84 
If this memorial is not adopted by the assembly, the Committee on Memorials moves the following memorial: 85 
 86 

Memorial to ELCA Churchwide Assembly From The Lower Susquehanna Synod Regarding 87 

Support For Humanitarian Aid To Palestinian Hospitals 88 

 89 
Whereas, the Lutheran World Federation has operated the Augusta Victoria Hospital (AVH) since 1950 and is a center of 90 
medical excellence in East Jerusalem, serving all Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza; and 91 
 92 
Whereas, in 2017 the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) in Assembly adopted a resolution to express “appreciation for the 93 
life-saving work of the Lutheran World Federation’s ministries, including the Augusta Victoria Hospital and calls upon the 94 
LWF member churches, governments and intergovernmental bodies to continue to support these ministries in their 95 
humanitarian service to the Palestinian people;” therefore be it  96 
 97 
Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 98 
Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and urge ELCA members, to request the President of 99 
the United States and appropriate legislators to expend before the end of fiscal year 2019 all bilateral assistance to the West 100 
Bank and Gaza that Congress appropriated for such assistance in fiscal year 2018, including funding for the East Jerusalem 101 
Hospitals Network, and continue funding at previous levels until the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is resolved; and be it further 102 
 103 
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Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical 104 
Lutheran Church in America to direct Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, and urge ELCA members, to advocate to request the 105 
President and all applicable legislators to restore funding to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 106 
in the Near East (UNRWA), and continue funding at previous levels until the Israeli/Palestinian conflict is resolved. 107 
 108 
The Committee on Memorials recommends to the assembly the adoption of this memorial. 109 
 110 
Allen P. Stump, chair 111 
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MEMORIAL #3 
 

Memorial on Engagement in the Holy Land 1 
 2 
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is committed to continuing its awareness-building, 3 
accompaniment, and advocacy on behalf of a peaceful and just resolution of the conflict between Israel and Palestine and on 4 
behalf of ending the occupation; and 5 
 6 
Whereas, the ELCA in its three expressions continues to pray for and accompany the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 7 
and the Holy Land (“ELCJHL”); and 8 
 9 
Whereas, the ELCA’s 2013 Glocal Mission Gathering document “Accompaniment” states “…we are called to love and be 10 
loved by those who are not like us, whom we might have to work quite hard to understand, or who may not understand us at 11 
all. God’s reconciliation is across borders and boundaries.”1; and 12 
 13 
Whereas, the ELCA’s 2013 Glocal Mission Gathering document “Accompaniment” further states “God calls us to include 14 
everyone in the mission of reconciliation…In accompanying one another, we look to see who is excluded, and why, and commit 15 
to change community structures and habits that can exclude people without any deliberate intention.”2  Therefore, 16 
accompaniment of our companion churches should not mean excluding people outside of the church; therefore, be it 17 
 18 
Resolved, that the Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly memorialize the 2019 Churchwide Assembly to encourage this 19 
church’s members, congregations, synods, and churchwide office, including the Office of the Presiding Bishop, to expand our 20 
relationships and dialogue beyond accompaniment with companion churches to engagement with those non-church groups and 21 
individuals in the Holy Land whose perspective we may not yet understand, including mainstream Jewish Israelis, “to undo the 22 
boundary of strangeness or suspicion between us”3 while at the same time continuing to affirm our unique relationship with 23 
and accompaniment of Palestinian Christians and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). 24 
 25 
Submitted by the Rev. Stephen R. Herr and Sister Davia A. Baldauf Evans, deacon. 26 
Amended by the Committee on Memorials, May 15, 2019. 27 
Amendments accepted by original authors, May 16, 2019. 28 
 29 
The Committee on Memorials presents this memorial to the assembly without recommendation. 30 
 31 
Allen P. Stump, chair 32 

                                                      
1 ELCA’s 2013 Glocal Mission Gathering document “Accompaniment”, p. 5. 
2 ELCA’s 2013 Glocal Mission Gathering document “Accompaniment”, p. 7. 
3 ELCA’s 2013 Glocal Mission Gathering document “Accompaniment”, p. 7. 
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