
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
The primary purpose of the Lower Susquehanna Synod Audit Committee is to assist the Synod Council in fulfilling its general oversight 

of the synod’s accounting and financial reporting, internal control systems, and financial statement audit function. No officer of this 

synod or staff member serves on this committee, although the synod treasurer serves as a consultant.  The synod vice president serves 

as the liaison to the Synod Council.  The committee meets the requirements that at least two members of the committee should be 

certified public accountants. 

 

Audit for the Year Ending January 31, 2018 

The Audit Committee met with representatives of Reinsel Kuntz Lesher (RKL) to review the Independent Auditor’s Report and related 

communications for the fiscal year ended January 31, 2018. The report included the statement of financial statements of the Lower 

Susquehanna Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America which comprise the statement of financial position as of January 

31, 2018, and the related statements of activities, functional expenses, and cash flows for the year then ended. RKL issued an unmodified 

opinion on those statements which are prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 

America. The committee recommended that the Synod Council approve the financial statements for fiscal year 2018 and made them 

publicly available on the synod website. 

 

Current Members of the Audit Committee 

The Audit Committee is currently comprised of Edward J. Straley, chair; Linda Bennett; Robert L. Rundle Jr.; and Carol L. Sieck.  The 

committee is assisted by Lucinda L. Bringman, vice president, SC liaison; and Joseph M. Stepansky, synod treasurer, consultant. 

 

Edward J. Straley, chair 
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BISHOP’S CONGREGATIONAL MISSION FUND COMMITTEE 
The Bishop’s Congregational Mission Fund Committee has been constituted to administer the Bishop’s Congregational Mission Fund.  

This fund, established by Synod Council, is supported by bequests, trusts, endowments, planned and deferred gifts, assets from closing 

congregations, gifts from merging and consolidating congregations, gifts received through the Always Being Made New Campaign, and 

gifts from other congregations, individuals, and entities.  The assets of the fund shall be invested in a manner consistent with the purpose 

of the fund.  The purpose of this fund is to provide initial funding support for the growth of Word and Sacrament ministries within the 

territory of this synod, such as funds to acquire sites and to provide grants to new mission congregations, funds to provide grants to 

congregations who have committed to special plans to expand their ministries, and funds to provide grants to congregations who have 

elected to relocate or consolidate with other congregations.  In addition to the expenditures for these purposes, the fund may make loans 

to congregations, if, in the judgment of most of the committee, the purpose of the loan is consistent with the purpose described above 

and the loans are adequately insured. 

 

The amount of money in the Bishop’s Congregational Mission Fund as of January 31, 2019, is $177,284.54.  Most of this money is 

deposited in the Mission Investment Fund in Mission Plus or Mission Term Select 2-year funds.  Not included in this amount is the 

$46,700 in an outstanding loan to Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Lancaster.   

 

The Bishop’s Congregational Mission Fund is one of the recipients of the proceeds of this synod’s Always Being Made New Campaign.  

The anticipated funds would provide an additional $750,000 to the fund.  The additional funds donated through this campaign will 

enable our synod to partner with existing congregations, new worshipping communities, and developing congregations to feed God’s 

people who are hungry to respond to God’s Word.  We are most thankful to those who are contributing to this campaign.  You are 

making an important investment in God’s mission and ministry in our Lower Susquehanna Synod.  Received for this fund through the 

campaign since its inception until January 31, 2019, is $194,402.12. 

 

The members of the committee are Bishop James S. Dunlop; Joseph Stepansky, synod treasurer; the Rev. Richard E. T. Jorgensen Jr., 

director of evangelical mission; the Rev. Jennifer Hope-Tringali, director of evangelical mission for new mission; the Rev. Robert J. 

Myallis; Terry Snyder; Angela Thomas; Lucinda L. Bringman, synod vice president, and Jennifer Lau, Synod Council liaison.  The Rev. 

Thomas E. McKee serves as scribe.  The Rev. Joseph A. Veres served on this committee until he retired and moved from the territory 

of this synod. 

 

The committee met on July 25, 2018.  The committee reviewed the financial report.  Concern was expressed about the outstanding 

balance on the loan to Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Lancaster.  It was the consensus of the committee that these funds are needed at 

this time to help other congregations.  The committee requested that Bishop Dunlop and Pastor McKee meet with the Congregation 

Council of Holy Spirit to see if its situation has improved enough for them to begin accelerating the repayment of their loan. 

 

At this meeting a grant of $3,000 was awarded to St. Bartholomew United Church ELCA, Hanover.  Most of this grant, $2,500, is to 

add 50 weeks of chair yoga to their already existing ministry of Christian yoga taught by Carrie Hoff, yoga that incorporates Christian 

scripture and Christian meditation.  The ministry is an outreach to the community and opens the door to exposure to the St. Bartholomew 

congregation.  The targeted audience for this ministry is the large senior citizen population in this area.  The Executive InSite Report 

supports the fact that there are many seniors within a five-mile radius of St. Bartholomew’s church building.  The remaining $500 is to 

provide funds for Carrie Hoff to equip others to begin such a ministry at their location. 

 

The committee discussed the importance of placing information about the Bishop’s Congregational Mission Fund on our website.  

Included in the information planned for the website are information about the criteria used to award grants and a standard application 

form for a grant.  The committee also discussed the importance of reporting on what was accomplished with the grant money.  Reporting 

could take the form of a celebration, sharing with others what the supported ministries have accomplished.  Including these reports on 

the website would enable members of our synod to know how the funds given to the Bishop’s Congregational Mission are being used 

and would encourage other congregations to expand their horizons and to engage in similar ministries. 

 

This year Bishop Dunlop met with rostered ministers under forty years of age to hear their concerns and their joys about ministry.  

Through one of these conversations came the suggestion to change the name of the Bishop’s Congregational Mission Fund to the Lower 

Susquehanna Synod Mission Fund.  Synod Council acted on this suggestion at its February 16, 2019, meeting and officially changed 

the name to the Lower Susquehanna Synod Mission Fund.  The Constitution Committee will bring bylaw amendments to the 2019 

Synod Assembly relating to this name change.  Half of the offering received at the assembly will go to the Lower Susquehanna Synod 

Mission Fund. 

 

The members of this committee urge our rostered ministers, lay leaders, and congregations to support the Lower Susquehanna Synod 

Mission Fund with gifts and offerings.  Your generosity will enable our congregations and other ministries to expand their mission, to 

take advantage of new opportunities, and to meet new challenges in order that we may be a vital church, sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ in this new day. 

Thomas E. McKee, synod secretary 
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM MINISTRIES 
The Criminal Justice System Ministry (CJSM) Committee is eager to involve as many members as possible in our ministry as we are 

dedicated to addressing justice issues and to seeking loving care of everyone in God’s creation. The Mission Statement of our committee, 

“We are called through the gospel of liberation, hope, and justice to connect the church with the Criminal Justice System,” guides our 

meetings and actions on behalf of the incarcerated.  Our Vision/Purpose Statement, “To increase awareness of the tremendous needs 

and ministry opportunities with those in the Criminal Justice System,” directs our efforts to educate and inform members of the LSS. 

 

This committee has collected numerous resources and coordinated efforts to provide basic needs to the incarcerated and their families.  

We gather Baskets of Love, Backpacks of Love, books and T.O.S.S. items to remind incarcerated individuals and their families that 

they are not alone.  We strive to be a live contact that shows incarcerated individuals that they are cared for and will be supported 

throughout incarceration and during reentry to their communities upon release.  No matter the crime, people can and do, with God’s 

help, change.   

 

We are called to seek justice and defend the oppressed. *  Therefore we are currently researching, developing and producing several 

instructional videos that will be available for streaming next year.  These videos will highlight the gross injustices within the 

Pennsylvania justice system and actions individuals and congregations can take toward rectifying these conditions.  Members of our 

committee and formerly incarcerated individuals are willing to speak to congregations, Sunday School classes and other groups 

interested in criminal justice reform. Our speakers are flexible and can speak to any age group, school-age through adult. We also have 

a collection of primary resources about incarceration and how our criminal justice system fails to provide restorative justice.  

 

We are looking forward to providing information about Criminal Justice Reform and will gladly speak to anyone to provide information 

and create a presentation that addresses your needs. Please feel free to contact our committee. 

 

We have been blessed by the inspiration and guidance of Pastor Sadie Pounder, and we continually strive to fulfill her vision and mission 

addressing the needs of incarcerated people. 

 

* Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 

 

Debi Dandridge, chairperson 
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COMMITTEE FOR GLOBAL MISSION 
The Committee for Global Mission is a Synod Council committee responsible for furthering the global mission of the Lower 

Susquehanna Synod.  Members of this committee are Sister Dottie Almoney, chair; the Rev.  Sharron Blezard, synod staff; Deacon Jan 

Davis; the Rev. Elizabeth Polanzke; the Rev. Faye Snyder; the Rev. Kevin Stout; Stephanie Strauss, Synod Council liaison; Cornelia 

Taylor; Sarah Person Williams; and consultants Christine Mummert; Richard Sarker; and Tracey DePasquale, executive director of 

LAMPa.  

 

The committee strives to fulfill its responsibilities by raising awareness of the global mission of the church.  The committee promotes 

and cooperates with the various Evangelical Lutheran Church in America ministries and Lower Susquehanna Synod such as: World 

Hunger; Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services; Lutheran World Relief; Hope for Haiti; the Malaria Campaign; and the Konde 

Diocese Partnership.  On the more local level, the committee supports the Lower Susquehanna Synod and congregational ministries to 

include Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM).  Members of the committee also travel to various locations to do hands-on ministries. 

 

Over the past year the committee has place renewed emphasis on raising awareness and advocacy for particular issues. This past year, 

we sponsored a workshop with AMMPARO. Participants were taught how to lead the simulation that was available at the 2018 Youth 

Gathering in Houston.   We continue to look at how we live in our global world and how we continue to welcome our global neighbors 

who come to our country in search of a better life.  We also work hand in hand with LAMPa and its executive director, Tracey 

DePasquale.  Most importantly, members of the committee engage in prayerful thought for victims, survivors, those in need, and for 

those serving the needy.  

 

Committee members meet on a bi-monthly to quarterly basis and would welcome all wish to join. Please contact Sister Dottie Almoney 

at dottie@stpeterslutheran-lanc.org or the Rev. Sharron Blezard in the synod office for more information on how to get involved.  

 

Sister Dottie Almoney, chair 
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KONDE DIOCESE COMMITTEE 
The Mission of the Konde Diocese Committee is to assist congregations and the bishop fulfill the covenant agreement between the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod and the Konde Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. This mission is fulfilled by 

providing opportunities to learn about our covenant relationship, encourage dialog, discovery, and ministry opportunities among 

congregations of this synod and congregations of the Konde Diocese, and where possible, encourage personal meetings by way of visits 

to our respective churches. 

 

We offer you this report of the past year: 

 

This was the first year in office for Bishop Edward Mwaikali. As the transition to new leadership began, the bishop and the staff of the 

diocese took time to establish new work patterns and relationships. In other words, it was a typical transition. The bishop took much 

time visiting the seven church districts (similar to our conferences) of the diocese. We encouraged him to visit as many of the 

congregations with whom we have congregation to congregation relationships.     

 

Relationships were enhanced by the visit of five members of our synod in late July/early August. They visited their respective companion 

congregations, as well as the major institutions which the diocese bears responsibility for operating. Another opportunity for a synod 

sponsored trip will occur in 2020. This September and October we will begin orientation meetings for anyone interested in traveling 

next year. Additionally, Pastor Clifton Eshbach and two others attended a gathering of all the ELCA synods and ELCT dioceses with 

companion relationships. This first of its kind meeting gave both national church bodies a great deal of information to consider as they 

work on strengthening their ties.  

 

Major achievements were made in 2018 by our Medical Needs Task Force, chaired by Pastor Beth Schlegel. Our work is with the Itete 

Hospital. The hospital has developed a master plan for development and expansion. Our task force follows the lead of the hospital’s 

plan to support them with prayer, advice and material support. Working within our synod, as well with third party organizations with an 

interest in health care, we were able to help the hospital secure: sterilizers for baby bottles, purchase two labor and delivery beds, two 

refrigerators for milk and formula, seven monitors for fetal health, four-foot operated suction aspirators, and one vertical sterilizer. 

Thank you very much for your support of the Itete Hospital. The next project is to assist in purchasing a washing machine for bed linens, 

scrubs, etc. Our display table has information about this project.  

 

The committee continues to work on improving the lines of communication between our churches. This is easier said than done. It 

requires persistence and patience on our part. While personal visits are the best way to solidify this communication, we continue to work 

with the bishop and his staff to find ways to improve communications between congregations.  

 

The committee strives to work with individuals, congregations, and other third-party organizations to further the mission of our covenant 

agreement. As previously mentioned, such partnerships have help support the expansion of the Itete Hospital, especially their ability to 

provide health care to women, pregnant women, new born and young children.  The hospital has opened a new building to provide care 

to these groups, and our partnerships with you, as well as our international partners, are helping to improve health care in this rural area. 

 

Several people from the committee are available to come to your congregation to discuss this unique partnership in ministry. We also 

are seeking persons interested in serving as a member of the committee. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing interest and support of this most vital ministry of our synod. We continue to focus on education, health care 

and church to church relations as our priorities. Your ongoing support ensures that these goals may be addressed. There is more to 

accomplish, and we invite your participation in future endeavors.   

 

The Rev. Clifton Eshbach, chairperson 
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TOWARD RACIAL JUSTICE TASK FORCE 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod Racial Justice Task Force was formed in April 2017 at the request of Bishop James S. Dunlop. At the 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly in 2016, the voting members adopted a Resolution on Racial Justice (CA 16.05.22) that “strongly 

encourages every synod to develop or maintain resources for anti-racism training for rostered leaders and congregations at least every 

two years.” The LSS task force was charged with compiling a list of resources and assessing how our synod might move forward in 

response to the reality of racism and the churchwide resolution. 

  

In 2018, our synod sent three rostered ministers, Sister Dottie Almoney, Pastor Sharon Kelly, and Pastor Matthew Lenahan, to Chicago 

for anti-racism training. Sister Almoney and Pastor Lenahan provided training to the Conference Deans and Secretaries at their annual 

retreat. 

 

At our 2018 Synod Assembly, Pastor Titus Clarke, Vicar Carla Christopher, and Pastor Timothy Seitz-Brown offered a forum on the 

subject of racial justice. The trio also provided two all-day trainings for rostered and congregational leaders in January and February of 

2019.  

 

The task force has reformed under the name “Toward Racial Justice,” and will be planning additional training opportunities, compiling 

resources, and collaborating with other teams, committees, and ministry partners to address racism in its many forms.  

 

Task force members are Sister Dottie Almoney, Pastor Titus Clarke, Vicar Carla Christopher (co-chair), Pastor Courtney Erzkus, Pastor 

Penrose Hoover, Pastor Matthew Lenahan, Megan McClinton, Pastor Timothy Seitz-Brown (co-chair), Pastor Drew Stockstill, and 

Pastor Sharron Blezard, synod staff liaison. 

 

The Rev. Sharron R. Blezard, assistant to the bishop, staff liaison 
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STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION AND MISSION SUPPORT TABLE 
Congregational stewardship education continues to be the main focus of the table as more and more churches report a decrease in their 

income from members. This, of course, affects Mission Support because congregations have less money to share with the wider church.  

The table has been helping to equip, lead and inspire congregations to make stewardship and generosity a priority part of their church 

life. 

 

The Table provides quality free or low-cost stewardship education and leadership resources on our synod stewardship page, www.lss-

elca.org/stewardship. Most of these are web-based resources of the ELCA and the wider Mainline church. They include Bible studies, 

workshops, devotionals, study guides, programs, think pieces and ideas. Stewardship topics include generosity, creation care, 

stewardship with children, and tithing. 

 

The Rev. Rob Blezard has continued to offer workshops and classes for church leaders, both in individual congregations and groups. 

He continues “R3 Generosity,” a four-part series of two-hour classes that provides grounding in congregational stewardship. A journalist 

by profession before turning to the ministry, Pastor Blezard continues to write his monthly “Stewardship Toolkits” for congregations 

and started a bi-weekly stewardship blog to provide commentary and ideas related to congregational stewardship. 

 

The Table sponsored a stewardship event in October, bringing noted ELCA pastor, theologian and author Mark Allan Powell to Trinity, 

Camp Hill, for a talk and series of morning stewardship workshops. 

 

In Mission Support, we have been working to provide education and communication to educate congregations about the work of our 

synod and wider church that Mission Support helps to fund. Communications also includes letters to thank congregations for their giving 

and to encourage continued generosity. 

 

For the year coming up, we hope to continue these efforts and revitalize the table with stewardship leaders from around the synod.  

 

The Rev. Rob Blezard, assistant to the bishop 
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SYNODICAL WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Lower Susquehanna Synodical Worship Committee works to plan and provide for meaningful and creative worship services that 

use leadership from around our synod.  We seek to utilize resources from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and other worship resources in 

order to serve our bishop and our synod in our corporate worship life.  That includes worship for Synod Assembly, Renewal of Vows, 

Ordinations/Consecrations, Synod Leadership Retreats, as well as other services at the request of the Bishop’s Office.   

 

In order to be most effect in our work, this committee had to do some rebuilding of its membership.  So immediately after the 2018 

Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly, in conjunction with the bishop, we worked on rebuilding the committee membership to its 

intended number, which is 12 people.  That number includes a mix of rostered ministers and lay members.  

 

Current members of the committee include: Debra Reeder; the Rev. Jillian Riddle, Steve Strauss, the Rev. Dr. Mark Oldenburg, the 

Rev. Amy Wagner, the Rev. Rebecca Ajer Frantz, the Rev. Kevin Stout, Dan Deitzel, Margaret Folkemer, the Rev. Aaron Erdley (chair), 

and the Rev. Thomas McKee (synod staff), the Rev. Jennifer Hope-Tringali (synod staff), and Stella Ludwig (Synod Council liaison). 

 

Since the 2018 Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly, the committee has worked on a number of synod worship services listed below: 

- 2018 Bishop’s Convocation worship at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, York. 

- 2019 Healthy Leaders Retreat at Spooky Nook Sports, Manheim. 

- Ordination service for Wicky Barnes III and Hans Becklin held on February 17 at Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

Lebanon. 

- Synod renewal of vows service and chrism mass held on Thursday, April 11 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Camp Hill. 

- 2019 Lower Susquehanna Synod Assembly worship services including Necrology, Rite of Ordination/Consecration which will 

take place in Parmer Hall at Messiah College. 

 

I do want to take a moment to thank the Rev. Gwenn Trout, who completed her tenure on the committee.  She served on the committee 

for a number of years, and she also served as its chair for several years.  I am grateful for her service and leadership.  The committee 

also offers its deep thanks to Carol Krouse for continued work in preparing bulletins for the synodical worship services.     

 

Pastor Aaron M. Erdley, chair 
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VOLUNTEER COODINATOR FOR RELIEF PROJECTS 
This is my last report on what the congregations of the Lower Susquehanna Synod have done to help the people in our world who are 

hungry and suffering in so many ways.  For the last 30 years, I have assisted congregations to do God’s work through Lutheran World 

Relief (LWR) and Heifer International.  After telling you of accomplishments in 2018, I pass the work of LWR to two volunteers, the 

Rev. Martha Boyd and Sue Gordon, and I will continue to be the contact person for Heifer for synod congregations. 

 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

This organization has been enabling U.S. Lutherans for 75 years to reach out to communities living in poverty overseas.  LWR’s mission 

statement reads, “Affirming God’s love for all people, we work with Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty, injustice 

and human suffering.”  Their vision statement is “Empowered by God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ, we envision a world in which 

each person, every community and all generations live in justice, dignity and peace.” 

 

October’s annual LWR Ingatherinng Appeal is coordinated by volunteers from our synod’s 14 conferences.  In 2018 those volunteers 

were Sandra Brandt, the Rev. Katie Brantner, Linda Brocious, the Rev. Cynthia Chambers, Susan DeLong, Pam Dobbs, Karen Fisher, 

Donna Greifzu, Elaine Hock, Joan Kerchner, Kathleen Kerr, Sarah Krumbine, Susan Lyons, the Rev. Judy McKee, Kathleen Moe, 

Theda Raffauf, the Rev. Edgar Reed, Carolyn Reeder, Janet Schroeder, Pamela Wagner, Katharine Whitner, and Linda Zilinski.  The 

Ingathering provided both material aid items made and collected by congregations and money donated to ship these gifts to areas where 

they were needed.  The 2018 reports are: mission quilts – 3,981; personal care kits – 4,308; school kits – 4,787; fabric kits – 142; baby 

care kits – 114; bars of soap 3,971; blankets – 125; fleece-tied blankets – 132; also reported to me were 807 mission quilts and blankets 

that were distributed locally.  We also collected and transported items from congregations in other synods and from other Lutheran 

church bodies.  2018 monetary donations to the LWR Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund totaled $11,965.74, from 33 congregations in our 

synod.  There were 12 more bricks engraved in the Good Samaritan Quilt Plaza at LWR headquarters in Baltimore, Maryland, as a result 

of contributions of at least $500 sent through our synod’s Treasurer’s Office between July 1, 2017, and June 30, 2018. 

 

LWR does much more than distribute food, water, tools, medicines, tarps, quilts, blankets, kits and soap in response to emergency needs.  

Long range help that feeds the hungry is in the forms of training in new farming methods, irrigation and food preservation as well as 

supplying tools, seeds, trees, safe water, and food-producing animals.  In 2018 our synod congregations contributed $37,586.81 to the 

LWR General Fund that allows these development programs to happen.  There was also a donation to LWR for Syria Relief. 

 

Fair Trade sales programs assured that farmers and craft people received a just wage for their products, enabling them to buy food for 

their families, educate their children and have better housing and medical care.  Many congregations purchased and used Fair Trade 

Eco-Palms at Palm Sunday Services. 

 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 

The Lower Susquehanna Synod works in cooperation with Heifer International to educate about the hunger problems and to solicit 

support for this non-profit humanitarian organization.  The mission statement reads, “Heifer International works with communities in 

need around the world to end hunger and poverty while caring for the Earth.”  This is done by supplying food and/or income-producing 

animals plus training in their care to the neediest people.  Heifer, like LWR, has been helping the hungry and unemployed for 75 years.  

Their work continues because of the “Passing on the Gift” where recipients of training and animals agree to give the first-born female 

animal and training in its care to another person in need in their community. 

 

Lutherans from our synod that serve on the Southeast Pennsylvania Heifer Volunteer Committee are Harold and Norma Good, Kathleen 

and Ron Kerr, Mark and Hazel Nestleroth, and Vinton Smith.   

 

In 2018, educational and fundraising activities were held by many congregations and contributions of $5,993.20 were sent to Heifer 

through our synod’s Treasurer’s Office. 

 

HELP AVAILABLE TO CONGREGATIONS 

The new coordinators who will be handling LWR will be available to provide congregations with resources in the form of presentations, 

displays, literature, supplies, and answers to questions.  You may reach the Rev. Martha Boyd at (717) 440-1177 (cell) or at 

stjohnpastor158@gmail.com; and Sue Gordon at (717) 448-5074 (cell) or at sap4joys@comcast.net.  I will continue to be your resource 

person for Heifer International and can be reached at a new telephone number (717) 869-6527. 

 

Thank you for all that you have done to feed the hungry through LWR and Heifer in the years that it has been my privilege to work with 

you! 

 

Norma R. Good, volunteer coordinator for relief projects 
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WORLD HUNGER COMMITTEE 
The ELCA Lower Susquehanna Synod’s World Hunger Committee (LSS-WHC) is tasked with serving as hunger advocates, sharing 

information about local, national and international hunger issues, and with an ongoing financial support for and engagement with ELCA 

World Hunger. The committee meets periodically and works with both our synod and churchwide organization.  Rostered ministers and 

laity from across our Lower Susquehanna Synod serving appointments to the committee in 2018 include: Cheryl Burns, Crystal Houser, 

Fay Nichols, the Rev. Jillian Riddle, and the Rev. Maureen Seifried. Synod staff representative, the Rev. Sharron Blezard, advises the 

committee. 

 

The committee continues to support hunger education and advocacy within our synod and throughout the state by collaborating with the 

Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania (LAMPa). Display kits containing samples of materials developed by ELCA World 

Hunger, as well as current handouts relating to synod specific activities, are available upon request to congregations, youth groups, and 

Legacy Fund Hunger Grant recipients. Visit www.elca.org/hunger to view examples or access ELCA resources. 

 

In an effort to further promote the resources developed by ELCA World Hunger, the committee coordinated the creation of supplements 

for the Vacation Bible School (VBS) curriculum “God’s Good Creation”. The supplements include recommendations for alternative or 

adapted crafts, a resource highlighting a variety of hunger relief organizations throughout the synod, and five original songs to 

complement the daily themes featured in the curriculum. The committee wants to express our gratitude to Bennett Williams and his 

team for sharing their gifts to write and record these songs.  

 

Each year the committee oversees the distribution of a portion of the Legacy Fund distribution to benefit local hunger initiatives. In 

early 2018, funds provided support for the Wittel Farm Growing Project, Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in Pennsylvania, and a ministry 

partnership in Harrisburg, as well as a contribution to ELCA World Hunger.  The committee also held an open grant request period and 

received applications from 22 ministries and organizations, totaling over $118,000. The flexibility of the Legacy Fund Hunger Grants 

enables the committee to support ministries needing unrestricted funds or materials often excluded from “wish lists,” and the committee 

was excited to see requests from both new and existing programs, including meal ministries, weekend backpack and summer lunch 

programs, meal packing support, gardens, and ministries upgrading facilities and expanding service offerings such as laundry and 

showers. 

 

The Lower Susquehanna Synod World Hunger Committee looks forward to continuing the important work of hunger education, financial 

support, and community outreach in 2019. If you are interested in assisting the committee with events, activities, grant management, or 

serving as a committee member, please contact Pastor Sharron Blezard, Pastor Beth Martini, or Cheryl Burns. 

Cheryl Burns, chair 
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