
AUDIT COMMITTEE 
The primary purpose of the Lower Susquehanna Synod Audit Committee is to assist the Synod Council in fulfilling its general oversight 

of this synod’s accounting and financial reporting, internal control systems, and financial statement audit functions.  No officer of this 

synod or staff member serves on this committee, although the synod treasurer serves as a consultant.  Michael R. Zeigler, member of 

the Synod Council, currently serves the audit committee as the liaison to the Synod Council. The committee meets the requirement that 

at least two members of the committee be certified public accountants. 

 

Audit for the Year ended January 31, 2021 

The Audit Committee met with representatives of RKL LLP on May 26, 2021, to review the Independent Auditor’s Report and related 

communications for the fiscal year ended January 31, 2021.  The report included the financial statements of the Lower Susquehanna 

Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America which comprise the statement of financial position as of January 31, 2021, and 

the related statements of activities, functional expenses, and cash flows, for the year then ended.  RKL issued an unmodified opinion on 

those statements which are prepared in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  The 

committee recommended that the Synod Council approve the financial statements for fiscal year ending January 31, 2021, and made 

them publicly available on the synod website. 

 

The committee recommended to the Synod Council that RKL be retained as auditors for FY 2021 (ending January 31, 2022). 

 

Current Members of the Audit Committee 

The Audit Committee is currently comprised of Daniel M. Bringman (chair), Linda Bennett, Robert L. Rundle Jr., Jeffrey S. Fagan, and 

Terry Snyder. The committee is assisted by Michael R. Zeigler (synod council liaison), Joseph M. Stepansky, synod treasurer 

(consultant), and Jennifer Lau, synod vice president.   

Daniel M. Bringman, chair 
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GIFT AND BEQUEST ACCEPTANCE COMMITTEE 
The Gift and Bequest Acceptance Committee has not met since the last assembly. 

The Rev. Gretchen S. Ierien, synod council liaison 
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JUSTICE MINISTRIES 
Justice Ministries of the Lower Susquehanna Synod is primarily coordinated by Assistant to the Bishop for Justice Ministries, the 

Rev. Carla Christopher Wilson. In this first year and a half as a prioritized and supported area of intentional mission, Rev. Carla and 

LSS Justice Ministries task force leaders have provided diversity, equity, and inclusion training to the Synod Council, Office of the 

Bishop and synod staff, Candidacy Committee, R3/congregational vitality participants, Lutheran Camping Corporation, and multiple 

congregations and regional confirmation camp participants. The Lower Susquehanna Synod Toward Racial Justice Training has been 

expanded to be the official required training for all of Region 8, and Rev. Carla and the Toward Racial Justice Task Force have created 

an updated regional curriculum, hosted train-the-trainer workshops to support in-person trainings in each synod of Region 8, and our 

digital trainings have been expanded to include participants from Regions 8 and 7. Rev. Carla has worked in partnership with the 

Southern California Synod, Southwest Texas Synod, and Nebraska Synod to pilot Justice Ministries programs based on the Lower 

Susquehanna Synod model.  

 

The Justice Ministries team has produced monthly “Worship and Wonder” themed services available digitally, released justice-centered 

blogs by issue experts across the synod and the country, provided a Lenten devotional resource as well as Advent and Lenten workshop 

series in partnership with the Stevenson School for Ministry, and curated vetted resource webpages for each task force: 

Immigration/AMMPARO, Homelessness and Affordable Housing, Disability Ministries, Toward Racial Justice, and LGBTQIA+ 

Affirming Ministries. Justice Ministries leadership also spearheaded the creation of the Lower Susquehanna Synod Healing Justice Fund 

which uses a minimal gatekeeping procedure to distribute donated funds to traditionally marginalized individuals seeking to overcome 

barriers for deeper inclusion in the church. Issued grants include financial support for retreats and continuing education for rostered 

ministers, book costs for religious education students, spiritual direction expenses, and camp scholarships – all benefitting LGBTQIA+, 

BIPOC, or disabled rostered ministers or lay leaders within our Lower Susquehanna Synod.  

 

2022 will include the launch of “Train in 10”, a series of short instructional videos in response to specific questions from rostered 

ministers on issues of diversity and inclusion. It will also include partnership with the synod staff on a justice-themed Edification Day 

as part of the 2022 Synod Assembly and a summer series of interactive diversity-centering arts and culture events hosted around the 

synod over a period of four weeks. Comprehensive equity training in the areas of LGBTQIA+ and disability ministry will continue with 

the Synod Council and the Candidacy Committee and will be made available to rostered ministers. 

 

The Immigration/AMMPARO Task Force is committed to pursuing the broader goals of the initiative as laid out by the ELCA 

Accompanying Migrant Minors through Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunity (AMMPARO). The task force is made 

up of the following members: Pastor Jennifer Hope-Tringali, Deacon David Hope-Tringali, Pastor Wicky Barnes, Deacon Kristen 

Barnes, Pastor Daniel Long, Pastor Charles Oberkehr, David Atkinson, and Carol Forbes. 

  

This past year the Immigration/AMMPARO Task Force has continued to publish frequent blog posts on topics related to migration, to 

maintain an active social media presence, and to engage congregations on ways to more fully connect with our Latinx neighbors in 

Guatemala through our partnership with Tree 4 Hope. Members from a number of Lower Susquehanna Synod congregations traveled 

to Guatemala this past year with Tree 4 Hope to build relationships across borders and to better understand how to build sustainable 

systems to end the cycle of migration from Central America to the United States. 

 

The synod’s Homelessness and Affordable Housing Task Force has four goals: 1) Compile and create resource information to assist 

congregations in our synod with homelessness and affordable housing issues; 2) Provide education about homelessness and affordable 

housing; 3) Work with advocates to find solutions to homelessness and promote affordable housing; and 4) Work with congregations to 

provide affordable housing options. There are currently four members on the task force: the Rev. Matthew Best, the Rev. Timothy 

Mentzer, the Rev. Jillian Riddle, and the Rev. Jennifer Toburen.  

  

This past year the Homelessness and Affordable Housing Task Force co-sponsored the Homeless Remembrance Blanket Project held 

in Carlisle on December 21, 2021, which collected homemade blankets and quilts that were given to those experiencing homelessness 

and promoted agencies that work with those experiencing homelessness. This event received national attention and collected over 200 

blankets to be distributed.  On January 11, 2022, our task force hosted an online panel discussion with agencies that work with those 

experiencing homelessness in our synod. Plans for 2022-2023 are to create a resource list that has information about homelessness and 

affordable housing resources/organizations within our synod, find out which congregations are working currently in this area and what 

expertise/skills/talents they have so that coordinated efforts can be made easier, and develop videos of homelessness monologues that 

would highlight the challenge of homelessness in our area, especially for children.  

 

The Disability Ministries Task Force works to educate, to create space for conversation, and to help guide people into a deeper 

understanding of accompanying and practicing inclusion for individuals with disabilities. Our mission is to provide tools to 

congregations and organizations to recognize the invaluable gifts of people with a variety of abilities and to enrich the life of the church 

by adapting, rethinking and equipping people to live into radical hospitality. Disability Ministries Task Force members are the Rev. 

Molly Haggerty, Gale du Pont, Vicar David Hoth, and Debbie Sweger. 
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In March, we celebrated the national Intellectual and Developmental Disability Awareness Month by interviewing a newly married 

couple living in a supported residential setting. They spoke about their life together and how, with staff support, they are living their 

best life. There was also a worship service that lifted all abilities through images and scripture of inclusion and advocacy. To reflect on 

the spiritual components of recovery in addiction, we held a worship service infused with the 12 steps of recovery and prayer. The forum 

was a focus on addiction tied to incarceration and how two area chaplains encourage others to support people in their journey steeped 

in Jesus’ love. There was also a forum on accessibilities in our worship spaces which highlighted the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) showing ways to accommodate the physical and emotional needs of all people. We also invited the WELCA group from Zion 

Lutheran Church in Newville to lead us in a worship service from the Gather magazine on accompanying people contemplating suicide 

or experiencing grief, for families who have had members die by suicide. In 2022, we will create a blog using art as a form of grief 

recovery in honoring a loved one who died by suicide. There is a local organization that works throughout our synod lifting up art 

opportunities and exhibits that invite us all into healing. 

    

We would also like to propose a synod “God’s work. Our hands.” walk for justice ministries that could be done locally with each 

congregation/community. This walk will have a guided prayer focusing on a journey with Jesus through justice as people can create 

outdoor altars much like Abraham and raise awareness and support for Justice Ministries. 

   

The mission of the Toward Racial Justice Task Force is to actively encourage, empower, and equip members of the Lower 

Susquehanna Synod in and for the faith-based Gospel call to racial justice. Members of the Toward Racial Justice Task Force include: 

the Rev. Timothy Seitz-Brown, the Rev. Elizabeth Peter Eckman, the Rev. Jay Eckman, the Rev. Matthew Lenahan, the Rev. Titus 

Clarke, Deacon Megan McClinton, Gayle du Pont, Moses Kavishe, Stacy Schroeder, Jacqueline Smith-Bennett, and Dr. Kristen Albert. 

 

Throughout the 2020-present global pandemic, the Toward Racial Justice Task Force hosted digital worship services and information 

forums commemorating Juneteenth, Emanuel 9 Remembrance, Black History Month, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Holocaust 

Day of Remembrance, Hispanic Heritage Month, and more. A synod book study of Drew Hart’s Who Will Be a Witness: Igniting 

Activism for God’s Justice, Love, and Deliverance with an accompanying youth/young adult resource, weekly advocate special guest 

speakers, and a final keynote celebration with the author, was hosted via Zoom. Task force members supported local groups and engaged 

in racial justice demonstrations and acts of public witness in Adams, Dauphin, York, and Lancaster Counties and held legislative 

meetings with multiple members of Congress and Pennsylvania state representatives across the synod. Members attended training in the 

A Long Talk About The Uncomfortable Truth anti-racism activation experience, which we will be facilitating in 2022. Through the 

Collaborative Ministry Center, the Toward Racial Justice Task Force developed a series of four workshops to go deeper into areas of 

learning that are being offered throughout 2022 as seasonal Saturday morning events. 

 

In 2021, the LGBTQIA+ Affirming Ministries Task Force, which works to support current and discerning Reconciling in Christ 

congregations and LGBTQIA+ people of faith in Lower Susquehanna Synod and their families, focused largely on creating and 

strengthening relationships with community partners like the Keystone Business Alliance, the Central Pennsylvania LGBTQ Chamber 

of Commerce and local NGLCC affiliate. Members include Beth McKinley (chair), Michael Youse, Lesli Willoughby, Trey Perez, 

Sister Davia Evans, Vicar Jonah Davis, the Rev. Angela Hammer, the Rev. Martin Zimmann, the Rev. Joel Folkemer, and the Rev. 

Traci Benditz Glover. 

 

The task force members, many of whom are leading RIC congregations, also spent time and attention being present at and supporting 

the various Pride festivals that were hosted in communities throughout the synod territory, including Lancaster, Lititz, York, Hanover, 

and Gettysburg.  As we continue to see an increase in anti-LGBTQIA+ legislation and sentiment, the task force is currently re-orienting 

its focus onto more grassroots efforts to support and meet the individual needs of congregations, rostered leaders, and those who identify 

as LGBTQIA+.  This includes inviting those who are interested in joining the task force or helping with various activities and events to 

attend an upcoming meeting, held virtually at 7 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month. 

 

The Rev. Carla Christopher Wilson, assistant to the bishop 
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KONDE DIOCESE COMMITTEE 
The mission of the Konde Diocese Committee is to assist congregations and the bishop to fulfill the covenant agreement between the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod and the Konde Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT). This mission is fulfilled 

by providing opportunities to learn about our covenant relationship; encourage dialogue; discovery, and ministry opportunities among 

congregations of this synod and congregations of the  Konde Diocese; and where possible, encourage personal meetings by way of visits 

to our respective churches and congregations. 

 

We offer you this report of the past year: 

 

The Konde Diocese has been dealing with two unrelated challenges. First is the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. During 2021, the 

Tanzanian government began offering COVID-19 vaccinations to the people of the country. People in the diocese were able to become 

vaccinated, even in many rural areas. The Tanzanian government continues to apply preventative measures and has recently begun new 

testing procedures for citizens and visitors. As with other countries of the world, there is still work to do to eliminate the threat from 

COVID-19. 

 

The second challenge has been an internal conflict in the diocese over the decision of the Diocesan Council and bishop to relocate the 

head office of the diocese from the town of Tukuyu to the city of Mbeya. A faction has arisen in the diocese which has been protesting 

this move, citing lack of constitutional authority to make such a decision. This has caused regrettable tension among congregations and 

pastors. Currently a committee of reconciliation, guided by the ELCT, is at work to craft a direction away from conflict and towards 

reconciliation. We continue to monitor developments and pray for a peaceful resolution. 

 

As we await news of resolution of this issue, Deacon April Trout has completed her first year in her call as our synod liaison, posted in 

the Konde Diocese. A major portion of her call is to visit the institutions and congregations of the diocese and assist in developing two-

way communication. The pandemic made this hard to do in the past year, but recently Deacon Trout has begun this effort. You can 

communicate with her directly by email: atrout@lss-elca.org with questions about your companion congregation, or with questions 

about how to become a companion with a congregation or one of the agencies and institutions of the diocese.  

 

This work is easier said than done. It requires persistence and patience on our part. Of course, the best way to learn about our Tanzanian 

companions is to visit them. Last year this was impossible due to the pandemic. However, in February 2022, a tour group led by Pastor 

Angie Hammer was able to visit the diocese. We hope that as the pandemic eases, we will be able to schedule more visits. Please consider 

traveling there at some future time.  

 

Despite the challenges mentioned, we continue to journey with Jesus with our companions as we offer support through prayer, 

messaging, and financial support. Gifts continue to be given and distributed as directed. Thank you for your continued partnership in 

supporting the Konde Diocese. And the people of the diocese continue to pray for us and the ministry of our synod.  

 

Members of the committee are available to come to your congregation to discuss this unique partnership in ministry. We also are seeking 

persons interested in serving as a member of the committee. Our hope is that more personal visits will be able to occur in the coming 

years.  

 

Thank you for your ongoing interest and support of this most vital ministry of our synod. We continue to focus on education, health care 

and church-to-church relations as our priorities. Your ongoing support ensures that these goals may be addressed. There is more to 

accomplish, and we invite your participation in future endeavors.   

The Rev. Clifton D. Eshbach, committee secretary 
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LSS LIAISON TO THE KONDE DIOCESE 
One of our synod’s six mission priorities is relating globally: we want to intentionally accompany our partners in Christ around the 

world through mutual prayer, relationship, and shared learning. Our 30-year companion synod relationship with the Konde Diocese of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania is one way that we carry out this accompaniment. For the first time in its history, the 

Lower Susquehanna Synod has committed paid staff resources to strengthen and build that companion relationship. 

  

In February 2022, I completed my first year of call as the Lower Susquehanna Synod Liaison to the Konde Diocese (DKO). The year 

was complicated by the COVID-19 pandemic in Tanzania, differences of opinion about the shape of the companion relationship among 

the Konde Diocese staff, and a long wait for residency and work permits that allow me to live and work in the diocese. Despite these 

challenges, I succeeded in setting up a living space/companionship office in Mbeya, securing a sturdy vehicle that can drive the rough 

roads to visit remote parishes, and familiarizing myself with the diocese staff members and district pastors and the workings of the 

diocese office. I accomplished several parish visits, organized a music training seminar for diocese choir directors, and served as a judge 

for the annual diocese choir competition.  

 

My major responsibilities in my role as LSS-DKO liaison encompass four areas:  

• Building and strengthening companion relationships  

▪ enhancing communication between synod and diocese institutions and between LSS congregations and their companion 

parishes in the Konde Diocese 

▪ visiting companion parishes to share and gather information 

▪ creating/encouraging new possibilities for companionship on all levels  

• Tending to synod assets 

▪ maintaining the companionship vehicle and house/office   

▪ ensuring that funds transferred to the diocese are being distributed as directed by the synod office  

• Providing education about the companion relationship in both the Lower Susquehanna Synod and the Konde Diocese  

• Hospitality   

▪ encouraging and hosting visits from LSS members to the Konde Diocese 

▪ facilitating visits to the United States from members of the Konde Diocese  

 

Currently, the Konde Diocese is experiencing internal conflict over the moving of the head office from Tukuyu to Mbeya. The national 

church office has become involved and lawsuits have been filed; a change in diocese leadership may also occur. Quite unfortunately, a 

large number of our companion parishes stand against Bishop Mwaikali in this conflict, which has temporarily affected my ability to 

visit these parishes and has also affected the synod’s ability to send your contributions to the diocese. Nonetheless, we continue to pray 

for our siblings in Christ in the Konde Diocese and for a quick and peaceful resolution to the situation. 

  

While I spend the majority of my time in Tanzania, I return to the United States two or three times a year to provide education and 

companionship visits within the synod. Whether or not you have a companion parish in the Konde Diocese, I am always available to 

speak to your congregation or mission/companionship committee when I am stateside (or even via Zoom from Tanzania). You may 

contact me at any time, regardless of which side of the planet I am on via email (atrout@lss-elca.org) or WhatsApp (+1 717-318-3337).  

 

Deacon April E. Trout, LSS liaison to the Konde Diocese/ELCT  
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LSS LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE NETWORK 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod Lutheran Disaster Response Network had another busy year in 2021.  As vaccines became available to 

protect against the COVID-19 virus and local positivity rates began to decline, opportunities became available for local volunteers to 

assist our neighbors in need following natural disasters.  Much like in 2020, the work of the synod LDR network lived up to the reality 

that “all disasters are local.”  Our response was local as well.  It was another year without the blessed opportunity of traveling to areas 

overwhelmed by disaster.  Hopefully those mission trip opportunities will resume in 2022.   

 

LSS LDR Network volunteers continued to assist with the long-term recovery efforts in Eastwick, a neighborhood near the Philadelphia 

International Airport, which was inundated with water following Hurricane Isaias in August 2020.  We also assessed a number of homes 

in York County following Tropical Storm Fred and Hurricane Ida in September 2021.  York County is one of eight Pennsylvania counties 

under a federal disaster declaration following Hurricane Ida. A long-term recovery committee has been established in York County to 

assist homeowners with unmet needs. Pastor Glenn Beard, coordinator of the LSS LDR Network, is part of this committee and is actively 

engaging volunteers to support those in need as a result of the storms.  It is anticipated that these efforts will continue for the next two–

three years. 

 

We continue to invite congregations and individuals to support this important work by making contributions to the Lower Susquehanna 

Synod Lutheran Disaster Response Fund.  Donations, with the designation “Synod LDR Fund” in the memo, can be sent to the synod 

office at 1959 Market Street, Camp Hill, PA 17011.  

  

If you would like to learn more about disaster response efforts across the country and throughout the world, please visit the LDR website 

at www.ldr.org.  If you would like to learn more about disaster response efforts here in our Lower Susquehanna Synod, please contact 

the Rev. Glenn A. Beard, Jr., at (717) 471-1067 or gbeard@luthercare.org. 

 

The Rev. Glenn A. Beard Jr., LSS Lutheran Disaster Response Network director 
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LOWER SUSQUEHANNA SYNOD MISSION FUND COMMITTEE 
The Lower Susquehanna Synod Mission Fund Committee has been constituted to administer the LSS Mission Fund.  This fund, 

established by the Synod Council, is supported by bequests, trusts, endowments, planned and deferred gifts, assets from closing 

congregations, gifts from merging and consolidating congregations, gifts received through the Always Being Made New Campaign, and 

gifts from other congregations, individuals, and entities.  The assets of the fund shall be invested in a manner consistent with the purpose 

of the fund.  The purpose of this fund is to provide initial funding support for the growth of Word and Sacrament ministries within the 

territory of this synod, such as funds to acquire sites and to provide grants to new mission congregations, funds to provide grants to 

congregations who have committed to special plans to expand their ministries, and funds to provide grants to congregations who have 

elected to relocate or consolidate with other congregations.  In addition to the expenditures for these purposes, the fund may make loans 

to congregations, if, in the judgment of most of the committee, the purpose of the loan is consistent with the purpose described above 

and the loans are adequately insured. 

 

The balance in the LSS Mission Fund as of January 31, 2022, is $146,279. LSS Mission Fund monies are invested in the Mission 

Investment Fund.   

 

For the 2021 Fiscal Year, which runs February 2021 through January 2022, the fund received $32,122 in contributions.    

 

During the FY 2021, the LSS Mission Fund distributed $60,000. The committee determined these distributions based on the ministry 

partner fund request applications that were received.  The distributions were as follows:  

• $12,000 to St. Peter, Middletown, to support Together, a community outreach afterschool program  

• $12,000 to Christ, Duncannon, for redevelopment  

• $22,000 to St. Paul, Penryn for the Backyard at Penryn 

• $9,000 to Messiah, Harrisburg, for Social and Ministerial Support  

• $5,000 to Zion, York, for their Online Presence 

 

Funds committed for this and upcoming years:  

• $12,000 to St. Peter, Middletown, to support Together, a community outreach afterschool program  

• $12,000 to Christ, Duncannon, for redevelopment  

• $12,000 to St. Paul, Penryn. for the Backyard at Penryn 

 

The members of the committee are Bishop James S. Dunlop; Joseph M. Stepansky, synod treasurer; the Rev. Richard E. T. Jorgensen 

Jr., director for evangelical mission; the Rev. Elizabeth G. Martini, assistant to the bishop and administrator of the fund; the Rev. Robert 

J. Myallis; the Rev. Jack M. Horner; the Rev. Brian A. McClinton; Rose Tonkin; Terry Snyder; Angela Thomas; and Jennifer Lau, 

synod vice president. Jennifer Lau served as scribe in 2021.  The committee meets quarterly.   

  

The members of this committee urge our rostered ministers, lay leaders, and congregations to support the Lower Susquehanna Synod 

Mission Fund with gifts and offerings.  Your generosity will enable our congregations and other ministries to expand their mission, to 

take advantage of new opportunities, and to meet new challenges in order that we may be a vital church, sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ in this new day.  Likewise, the committee is encouraging of thoughtful applications for fund monies for ministries that support 

the growth of Word and Sacrament ministries.   

The Rev. Elizabeth G. Martini, administrator of LSS Mission Fund 
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RELIEF PROJECTS COORDINATION 
The Lutheran World Relief (LWR) mission statement reads, “Affirming God’s love for all people, we work with Lutherans and 

partners around the world to end poverty, injustice, and human suffering.”  Its vision statement is “Empowered by God’s 

unconditional love in Jesus Christ, we envision a world in which each person, every community, and all generations live in justice, 

dignity and peace.”  It is through this organization that 106 Lower Susquehanna Synod congregations along with 15 sister 

congregations outside of our synod continue their commitment and dedication to share Jesus’ love with individuals around the world 

who are suffering due to poverty, fleeing wartorn countries with only the clothing on their backs, or recovering from natural disasters. 

 

Through this most challenging year, Jesus’ love shines through not just the phenomenal gift-giving in our synod, but also through the 

following 18 Conference/Collection Spot Coordinators who reach out and provide the needed information to support the 

congregations in their conferences.  This dedication was key in making the October 2021 Annual LWR Ingathering appeal successful.  

A big THANK YOU goes out to the following volunteers: Sandra G. Brandt, Linda C. Brocious, Amanda Bush, the Rev. Cynthia 

Chambers, Susan Delong, Pam Dobbs, Karen L. Fisher, Norma R. Good, Donna L. Greifzu, Sarah Krumbine, Susan Lyons, Kathleen 

Moe, Theda Raffauf, the Rev. Edgar C. Reed, Carolyn A. Reeder, Pamela W. Wagner, Tina Zellers, and Linda Zilinski. 

 

The 2021 Ingathering provided both material aid items made and collected by congregations, and money donated to ship these gifts to 

areas where they were most needed.  The 2021 reports show these 121 congregations donated the following: Mission Quilts – 3,668; 

Personal Care Kits – 5,381; School Kits – 4,870; Fabric Kits – 93; Baby Care Kits – 161; Blankets – 177.  Additionally, 

congregations reported that they distributed 440 quilts and blankets locally. 

 

Congregations in other synods and other Lutheran church bodies also collected and transported items.  In our synod, 34 congregations 

donated a total of $12,299.09 to the LWR Qui1t and Kit Shipping fund.  Moreover, nine more bricks were engraved in the Good 

Samaritan Quilt Plaza at LWR headquarters located in Baltimore, Maryland, as a result of contributions of at least $500 being sent 

through our synod office from July 2020 through June 2021. 

 

Due to the challenging times this year several congregations found ways to work with their congregation families and churches around 

them to put together donations.  This synod was one of the few synods to provide donations to LWR! Plus, the financial donations to 

the LWR Quilt and Kit Shipping fund and synod congregation donations increased.  This synod continues to step up to assist those in 

the most need, even during the most challenging time! We give thanks to God for the gifts we have been given and for moving us to 

share with our brothers and sisters.  In faith we walk beside our neighbors around the world so that all might know the love of God. 

 

Lutheran World Relief 

Lutheran World Relief envisions a future where all people, in every corner of the world can live full, dignified lives. Founded in 1945 

by Lutherans in the United States, Lutheran World Relief is an international aid and development organization that partners with 

communities to help them develop productive and stable economies, improve resilience in the face of a changing climate, and respond 

to natural disasters and humanitarian crises. In 2019, Lutheran World Relief joined the Corus International family, an ensemble of 

global leaders united in a commitment to ending poverty, suffering and injustice once and for all. 

 

Creating: Higher values. Higher impact. Hire us. 

Institutional and corporate partners get more for their money with Lutheran World Relief. By leveraging the areas of expertise and 

networks of our fellow Corus family organizations, we are able to spearhead new collaborations and innovations across the global 

development, aid, public health, and private sectors that provide more holistic programming to achieve transformational change and 

build self-reliance. Our generous and dedicated support from individual donors also helps us take grants and contracts farther. Fair 

Trade sales programs assure that farmers and crafts people receive a fair wage for their products, enabling them to buy food for their 

families, provide education for their children, and secure better housing and medical care.  

 

Lower Susquehanna Synod Involvement 

In 2021, 54 congregations from our synod contributed $36,368.42 to the LWR General Fund that allows these development 

programs to happen. The following additional donations came into the synod: one congregation and a congregation member donated 

$1,150 to Lutheran Refugee Services, three congregations gave $2,655 to Haiti, and one congregation from a non-denominational  

church body gave $240 to Afghan refugees.  

 

Looking Forward 

As we look forward in 2022, congregations are encouraged to donate extra soap and fleece blankets to local shelters or local needs.  

Soap will continue to be a part of the Personal Care Kits and Baby Kits. 

 

Our continued focus is to encourage congregations to work in partnership with other congregations, either in the synod or near them, 

to share the gift of giving to those around the world most in need. We plan to gather data regarding when and where congregations 

currently meet to make quilts or kits; then we will place this information on the synod and LWR websites so that individuals who wish 

to participate will have the opportunity. We will also provide information and stories on where and who received donations, and the 
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impact it had on those in need.  Lastly, we will continue to place packet information on the synod website and where to find supplies 

on the LWR website. This will enable us to use funds most wisely. 

  

Sue Gordon and the Rev. Martha Boyd, synod coordinators for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) 
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COMMITTEE FOR STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION AND MISSION SUPPORT 
The Committee for Stewardship Education and Mission Support has not met this year.  

The Rev. Elizabeth Polanzke, chair 
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WORLD HUNGER COMMITTEE 
The ELCA Lower Susquehanna Synod’s World Hunger Committee (LSS-WHC) is tasked with serving as hunger advocates, sharing 

information about local, national, and international hunger issues, and with an ongoing financial support for and engagement with ELCA 

World Hunger. The committee meets periodically and works with both our synod and churchwide organization.   

Rostered ministers and laity from across our Lower Susquehanna Synod serving appointments to the committee include: Andrea 

Oslikova (chair), Faye Nichols, the Rev. Godfred Effisah, Stephanie Johnson, Shirley McGowan, the Rev. Ron Costen, Lisa Dubay, and 

the Rev. Jillian Riddle.  Synod staff liaisons are the Rev. Elizabeth Martini and the Rev. Carla Christopher Wilson.   

For information about the LSS World Hunger Committee, grant opportunities, and previous grant recipients, please visit our synod 

website: www.lss-elca.org/about-us/justice-ministries/lss-hunger-intiatives/.  

Each year the committee oversees the distribution of a portion of the Legacy Fund distribution to benefit hunger initiatives. In 2021,  the 

WHC distributed $76,185 to the following ministries:    

• $5,000 to the Lebanon Lutheran Cooperative for Little Free Pantry, Community Garden, Water Ministry

• $10,000 to St. Paul Lutheran Church, Penryn, for the Backyard at Penryn

• $2,000 to the Bendersville Lutheran Parish for Blessing Boxes

• $10,000 to Messiah Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, for Food Pantry Upgrades

• $2,500 to Grace Lutheran Church, Camp Hill, for The Giving Pantry

• $2,000 to St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Hanover, for Hanover Against Hunger

• $500 to Quickel Lutheran Church, York, for Low-Income Housing Community

• $2,000 to Shiloh Lutheran Church, York, for Take-Out Meal Program

• $2,000 to St. John Lutheran Church, Shiremanstown, for Word of Life Wednesday Dinners

• $12,000 to St. Peter Lutheran Church, Mechanicsburg, for Expanding Community Garden

• $5,000 to Tree of Life Lutheran Church, Harrisburg, for Feeding the 5,000 Program

• $23,185 to St. Peter Lutheran, Highspire, for Food Ministry Upgrades

Additionally, in 2021, three new LSS ministries applied to the ELCA Domestic Hunger Grants. St. Stephen Lutheran Church, New 

Kingstown, was awarded an ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant. The Wittel Farm Growing Project continued to receive grant monies as 

part of a multi-year grant in a previous year.  ELCA World Hunger has a variety of grants available to congregations and ministries, just 

as the Lower Susquehanna Synod has its annual Legacy Fund Hunger Grants.     

The Lower Susquehanna Synod World Hunger Committee looks forward to continuing the important work of financial support and 

community outreach in 2022. Congregations and ministries of our synod with hunger ministries are welcome to apply for ministry 

partnership grants.  If you are interested in assisting the committee with events, activities, grant management, or serving as a committee 

member, please contact Pastor Elizabeth Martini or Andrea Oslikova. 

Andrea Oslikova, committee chair 
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